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A VOICE GUEST COLUMN

Visiting Another Time

By Susan Rossman

EDITOR’S NOTE: Temple Israel member Susan Rossman wrote this moving account of
her recent trip back in time, tracing her family’s roots to pre-Holocaust Germany.

I arrived in Darmstadt, my father’s
hometown on March 28. What struck me
most was that spring was bursting out all
over. The forsythias were in full bloom, daf-

I could see
my mother sitting
at the station on
Kristallnacht...

fodils and other bulbs were springing up all
over and millions of birds were chirping. It
was as if the Germans had put on their good
face just for me.

I walked in the Luisenplatz and I could
see my young father on a date with a girl-
friend in 1930. I had procrastinated long
enough and decided it was time to get back

FROM THE RABBI

to the project at hand. It was now early af-
ternoon and time to go to the New Syna-
gogue. Surprisingly, despite the directions,
I got lost on my way to the Synagogue. I
asked a woman of about 40 who was walk-
ing her dog how to find Wilhelm-Glassing
Strasse 26. She did not know, but when she
saw my directions that said Darmstadt Syna-
gogue, she said, “Oh, the New Synagogue.
I'll walk you.” We spoke and she talked
about the shame that even her generation
feels. She said that it is important that the
population does not forget this shame and
continues to teach the children never to re-
peat the atrocities of the past. This was a sen-
timent that was repeated to me more than
once.

Although the Synagogue is behind a
gate and has those poles that prevent cars
from crashing into the gates, I did not see a
security guard or an intricate set of doors.

——Continued on page 12

The Full Picture

What happened to Hillary Clinton? That's
what people were wondering when a cer-
tain photograph of the strategic team plan-
ning the capture of bin Laden was circulated
on the Internet. The original photo, contain-
ing President Obama, several military lead-
ers and Secretary of State Clinton, had al-
ready appeared in the major national news-
papers. But a newspaper in Brooklyn, Di
Tzitung, published a version in which
Clinton, being a woman, was cropped out
of the picture on grounds of immodesty.

Never mind that comedians enjoyed
passing comments about this, as you might
imagine. For me, it dramatized a tendency
familiar to all of us. We all tend to “crop the
picture” in ways that suit us.

I don’t mean this literally, of course,
though the Brooklyn newspaper reminds us
that it can be done literally. I mean that in
a variety of areas—religious, political and
ideological—it’s all too easy for us to focus
on what we find agreeable and to give short
shrift to everything else. As Simon and

By Rabbi Howard Stecker

Garfunkle put it in auditory terms, “a man
hears what he wants to hear and disregards
the rest.”

We tend not to engage fully with those
whose opinions, not to mention worldview,
differ starkly from our own. That may be

...photo-shop
1sa
limited fix.
understandable, but I think it’s unfortunate
and, frankly, not authentically Jewish. The
Talmudic tradition provides a model of pas-
sionate dialectical engagement. Many rabbis
had what was known in Aramaic as a bar
p’lugta, a spiritual sparring partner, someone
with whom they were more likely to disagree
than to agree. The overall approach of the

Talmud is dialectical, a concatenation of ar-
Continued on page 15
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Temple People

——— By Hon. Richard Kestenbaum

As my term as president of Temple Israel
draws to a close, I have begun to think more
about what was important to me while act-
ing as president. I learned that what made
the job so satisfying were the people whom
I had the pleasure of representing.

Our congregation has been and is made
up of the finest group of people I have ever
been associated with. It’s not the size of the
building, the number of programs or the lay-
out of the sanctuary that matters. Although
all of these things are important, they pale
in comparison to the importance of the type
of people in our congregation.

I am continuously heartened to learn that

Our congregation
...1s made up of the

finest group of
people I have ever
been associated with.

yetanother congregant wrote a book, rose to the
top of his or her professional career or is seri-
ously engaged in Jewish affairs or local commu-
nity activities. Each of these people is a window
in which to peer into the heart of Temple Israel.

As president, [ have had the pleasure of
interacting with our congregants on many
levels. Whether it’s a political discussion at
the kiddush with someone who is much more
worldly than I, or an opportunity to help
someone in need, it’s all been good.

Notwithstanding the disbelief of my presi-
dential colleagues, I have never had an annoy-
ing or unreasonable phone call from a congregant
and I'am proud to say that I now have many more
friends in the congregation than when I took over
as president five years ago. I now see what is
meant by the feeling of family.

When Elise and I first inquired about
joining a temple, a friend told me that Temple
Israel was too large and too impersonal to be
comfortable. Nothing could be farther from
the truth. We are engaging, open to the seri-
ous involvement of every congregant and
benefit from clergy who care about our con-
gregation. Both literally and figuratively, our
doors are always open to you. Although those
doors are attached to a beautiful and ever-
improved building, it’s the people who drive
the structure and not the other way around.

At Temple Israel, it's all about the people.



MazaL Tov To. ..

* Sherry and Sam Husney on the engage-
ment of their daughter, Adrienne, to Aaron
Rosen.

¢ Ellen and Dr. Babak Nahavandi on the
birth of their son, Joshua Aaron.

* Pargol and Steven Khadavi on the birth
of their daughter, Jillian.

TEMPLE LITES...

¢ Paula Charry, Ingrid Elefant, Renee Alt-
man Fleischer, Rabbi Tracy Klirs and Ellen
Doree Rosen will perform with the Na’aleh
Women'’s Chorus on Sunday, June 12, at 3
PM. in the Temple’s Crystal Ballroom. The
program includes Bialik’s 20th Century
poetic suite “The Golden Peacock,” set to
music by Yehezkel Braun, Psalms set to mu-
sic in the 16th Century by Salamone Rossi,
a tribute to the late Debbie Friedman and
more. For tickets and further information,
call Renee Fleischer at 466-8428 or Ellen
Rosen at 482-7480.

DaiLy MINYAN TIMES

Attend the Daily Minyan!
Mon. & Thur. 6:45 A.M. 8:00 PM.
Tues. & Wed. 7:00 A.M. 8:00 PM.
Friday 7:00 A.M. 6:30 PM.
Sat., May 28 8:45 A.M. 7:35 PM.
Sat., June 4 8:45 A.M. 7:40 PM.
Sat., June 11 8:45 A.M. 7:45 PM.
Sunday 8:15 A.M. 8:00 PM.
CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES

Kindle the Sabbath Lights!

Friday, May 27.........cccccevvuveeenen . 7:57 PML
Friday, June3........ccooeviininnininnnn. 8:02 PM.
Friday, June 10.......cccoovvvrniniiiininnnns 8:07 PM.

-IN QUOTES

May 28
June 5
7
7
8-9
12

16
23
24-25

—— UprcoMING EVENTS AT TEMPLE ISRAEL

“Shabbat Talk” with Leah Guren
Salute to Israel Parade in Manhattan
Shavuot Family Adventure

Erev Shavuot — Tikkun Leyl Shavuot
Shavuot

Annual Journal Dinner Dance

Honoring Elise and Hon. Richard Kestenbaum

Temple Israel Board of Trustees Meeting

Men'’s Club Meeting

Annual Lillian Schiowitz Memorial Lecture
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend

1:00 PM

6:00 PM.
7:15 PM.

5:00 PM.

8:15 PM.
7:30 PM.

“Life, Death
& Afterlife”

WITH RABBI HOWARD STECKER

An examination of insights from the Talmud Tractate
Sanhedrin exploring laws and legends around capital
cases, the meaning of life and speculation about what
may happen next. The Talmud weaves laws and sto-
ries about a wide range of topics, and those passages
will be discussed which deal with how courts are con-
stituted and how capital cases are tried. In addition,
some rabbinic speculation will be discussed about
what happens after we die.

Tuesdays from 8:15-9:30 P.M.
May 31, June 14, 28 and July 5

but profoundly written.

EDITOR’S NOTE: “In Quotes” calls attention to passages from
Jewish prayers and writings frequently overlooked or said by rote,

This issue’s quote is taken from “Akdamut,” which is chanted
on the first day of Shavuot as part of the Torah service, before the

first aliyah, as an introduction to the Torah reading.

¢ Before reading the ten divine commands,
O let me speak in awe two words, or three,

Of the One who wrought the world

And sustained it since time’s beginning. %




B'NAT/ B'NoT Mirzvas IN Our TempLe Famy

Adam Siegel
Adam Siegel will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on June 4.
He is the son of Heidi and Walter
Siegel and has a brother, Daniel,
18, and a sister, Hannah, 16.
Adam is a seventh grade honor
student at Great Neck South
Middle School and enjoys play-
ing lacrosse and soccer. Adam
plans to visit Israel with his
family in the near future.

Ariana Benhuri
Ariana Benhuri will be called
to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on
June 18. She is the daughter of
Linda and Dr. Michael Benhuri
and has two sisters, Monica, 18,
and, Lauren, 7. Ariana is a sev-
enth grade honor student at
Great Neck North Middle
School, where she is the recipi-
ent of a writing award. She en-
joys reading, dancing and play-
ing soccer. Ariana plans to visit
Israel in the near future.

Natasha Khorshad
Natasha Khorshad will be cel-
ebrating her Bat Mitzvah on June
11. She is the daughter of Sayeh
and Vahid Khorshad and has
a brother, Aaron, 14, and two
sisters, Zoe, 9, and Gabriella,
6. Natasha is a seventh grade
student at Great Neck North
Middle School. She enjoys sing-
ing, dancing, playing the violin,
basketball and lacrosse.

Mia Oginski
Mia Cayla Oginski will be cel-
ebrating her Bat Mitzvah on June
18. She is the daughter of Dr.
Wendy Fried Oginski and Gerald
Oginski and has two brothers,
Joseph, 19, and David, 8, and a
sister, Shari, 17. Mia is a seventh
grade student at Great Neck
South Middle School and enjoys
playing soccer and volleyball. She
will be attending the Waxman
High School and plans to visit Is-
rael with her family this August.

day, June 3.

June 17.

Next Voice, Issue Deadlines
The next issue of The Voice will be published in three
weeks, on Thursday, June 16. The deadline for that issue is Fri-

The following issue, the graduation issue, will be published
on Thursday, June 30. The deadline for that issue is on Friday,

FROM THE BETH HAGAN NURSERY SCHOOL ———

Pets, Israel, Tea, Trucks,
Art and Literature!

By Rachel Mathless

Ever since the children of Beth HaGan returned from Passover
Break, they have been busy doing all kinds of fun and interesting
activities.

“Party Pets” came and brought over 20 critters for the children
to learn about and, in some cases, to touch and hold. Many children
were able to overcome their fear and inhibitions and enjoyed the
experience very much. Our volunteer moms, headed by PTA
president Amy Kalter, provided an exciting, well-rounded Yom
Ha’atzmaut experience which delighted all the children.

First, we flew off in our private El Al flight to Ben Gurion Air-
port, where our passports were stamped. All passengers proceeded
to Jerusalem to the Kotel to pray, to sing and dance. Leaving there,
they moved on to a kibbutz, Tel Aviv, the artist colony in Safed and
from there to the beach in Eilat and a Bedouin tent for a snack. At each
station the children were engaged in activities typical for the city they
visited. Every child made a picture of him or herself at the Kotel in a
beautifully decorated picture frame as a memento of the day.

Mother’s Day Shabbat Tea followed, with a beautiful presenta-
tion by the children to honor their mommies. Gifts and desserts
were made and delivered with love to every mom.

“Truck Day” was a smashing success. Despite the “iffy” weather,
seven community vehicles appeared in our parking lot on Tuesday
morning. Children had the opportunity to learn firsthand how a
backhoe and forklift work; entered a school bus and a police car. They
rang the bell on a fire engine. The event culminated at the ice cream
truck, where children could choose a special treat. Many thanks to
Janine Ellis, who coordinated the event, and her parent volunteers.

Beth HaGan celebrated Lag B'Omer with a picnic and special
treats marking the event.

Our culminating spring event, the Annual Art and Literature
Fair, took place this past Tuesday evening. Children and teachers
chose their four favorite books, which some of them can recite by
heart, and presented their visual narrative of these books. A record
crowd enjoyed presentations, which included “Fire Truck,” where
the children could actually “drive” the fire truck, and sound the si-
ren. They created the “Very Hungry Caterpillar,” and a very unique,
very colorful group of “Elmers,” the elephant who was so different.
Of course, we couldn’t have a literary fair without the “Five Little
Monkeys Jumping on the Bed,” or “Brown Bear, Brown, Bear.” We
saw so many beautifully decorated shoes from “Shoe La La,” and
learned why Calvin was truly a hero in the book ”Calvin Can’t Fly.”
Tiny Toddlers did their favorite book, “Owl Babies,” and now they
know that mommies always came back. The book “When the World
was Quiet” tells the story of the giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai and
is timely for the holiday of Shavuot. The age-old classic “Caps for
Sale” and the hilariously funny “Bad Hair Day” were also featured.
“Lottie’s Circus” is full of adorable clowns and the new book “Click
Clack Moo Cows That Type” teaches about collective bargaining and
has cows typing petitions. One of the four collective bargaining books
chosen must be of Jewish content, so we have many displays depict-
ing Shabbat, Torah values and ideals, holidays and Parshat Hashavuah.

All Beth HaGan students are invited to participate in the ser-
vices in the Sanctuary on Shavuot, June 8, with Rabbi Stecker at
11:45 A.M. An ice cream party will follow.

Graduation for Beth HaGan will take place on Tuesday, June 7,
at 9:30 A.M.

-4



M Temple Israel Religious School invites you to the

Where: START IN THE YOUTH HOUSE f,’f,“; oz,

WITH A PIZZA DINNER. .. My 7
Bring: A STRAW BASKET WITH A HANDLE.

What: Gleaning! Harvest free-for-all! J-Date, the
Biblical version! Surprise Celebrity Wedding! Fun for kids
and adults of all ages!

AT 7:45 P.M. WE’LL CONCLUDE WITH EREV
SHAVUOT CANDLE LIGHTING, K/DDUSH
AND ICE CREAM.

Don’t miss it! RSVP to Cathy Gewanter by June 6,
482-7800, ext. 1134, cgewanter@tign.org

Family Education credit will be given!

-5
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11:00 Late Night Mishnah Study with Rabbi Adelson?
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Dinner is free, but you MUST RSVP by Friday, June 3: Susan at 482-7800.
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Celebrate Shaovuot!

SHAVUOT SERVICES

Tuesday, June 7
Erev Shavuot
Shavuot Family Adventure - “Ruth in Farmville!”6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

Mincha 7:15 PM.

Study Session I 7:30 - 8:15 PM.

Maariv - followed by dinner and 8:20 PM.
singing with Cantor Raphael Frieder

Study Session II 9:30 - 10:20 PM.

Study Session III 10:30 PM.

Late Night Mishnah Study (Optional) 11:00 PM.

Youth House all-night study session 8:00 PM. - Dawn

°
Wednesday, June 8
First day of Shavuot
Festival Service 9:00 A.M.
Torah: Exodus 19:1-20-23; Numbers 28:26-31

Haftarah: Ezekiel 1:1-28, 3:12

Mincha-Maariv 8:15 PM.
L]
Thursday, June 9
Second day of Shavuot
Early Morning Festival Service (including Yizkor) 6:30 A.M.
Festival Service 8:45 A.M.

Torah: Deuteronomy 15:19-16:17; Numbers 28:26-31
Haftarah: Habakkuk 3:1-19
Yizkor Memorial Prayers and Dedication of Plaques

Mincha 8:20 PM.

SHAvVUOT D’VAR TORAH

The reading for the two days of Shavuot are taken from two
different books of the Torah. They consist of passages dealing with
various aspects of the festival.

First day Exodus 19:1-20:23 Wednesday, June 8
The reading describes the giving of the Ten Commandments

at Mt. Sinai.

Second day Deuteronomy 15:19-16:17 Thursday, June 9

The reading consists of a calendar of the three Pilgrim Festivals.
The emphasis is on the observance at a central sanctuary, and mean-
ings are assigned to the Festivals to make them significant to future
generations who will not have experienced the revelation at Sinai.

On each day Numbers 28:26-31, detailing the special offerings
to be brought on the Festival, is read from a second Torah.

SHAvUOT CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
Tuesday, JUNe 7........coviiiiiiiiccc s 8:05 P.M.
Wednesday, June 8...........coovriiniiniiinicnincecien 9:05 PM.

TIKKUN LEYL SHAVUOT
An Evening of Study and Food

On the First Night of Shavuot
Tuesday, June 7 ¢ 7:15 p.m.
Topic:

Who We Are and What We Stand For:
Conservative Judaism at the Crossroads

Shavuot: Harvesting Our
First Fruits of Knowledge

by Rabbi Seth Adelson

Although it may be a coincidence that Shavuot coincides
with the end of the school year, the connection between the two
is unmistakable. Each of the three Festivals marks (at least) two
items: an agricultural happening and a rabbinic overlay. In the
case of Shavuot, the agricultural happening is the harvesting of
the first fruits, which the Torah instructs us to bring to the Temple
in Jerusalem to donate to the kohanim. The rabbinic overlay is the
giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai; both of these commemorations are
connected to the conclusion of studies and graduation.

The first fruit (“bikkurim”) harvest must have been a particularly
joyous occasion to our ancestors. It marked the end of the tense,
nail-biting period of the omer, when climatic variation caused
uncertainty in the size and scope of the coming harvest, as well as
the beginning of summer. The
yield of a teacher’s efforts,
coming on the heels of months
of hard work and uncertainty,
is revealed in the spring, when
final exams precede summer
vacation. Another year of
learning has, hopefully, paid off,
as the student demonstrates his/
her growth.

Meanwhile, we mark God’s
gift of the Torah by studying all
night on Shavuot, actively
displaying our commitment to
learning and investment in the
foundational text of our people.
It is a fitting tribute—what could
demonstrate our love of the
Torah more than a night

dedicated
dedicated to study? tO S tu dy ?
A recent article in the New

York Times magazine cited statistics that demonstrated the near-
linear correlation between level of education and income, and
categorized data points according to religion. No big surprise here,
but adherents of Reform and Conservative Judaism came out on
top (actually, Hindus have more advanced degrees, but make
somewhat less money). The article pointed to the fact that religions
whose adherents are traditionally dedicated to learning, like the Jews
and the Hindus, were more likely to yield highly-educated people
and hence higher average salaries.

Frankly, the statistical, academic acknowledgment that Jews
tend to make more money than the average American makes me
more than a little uncomfortable, especially in the wake of Madoff
and all the more so in tough economic times, even though this is
arguably the safest haven the Jews have ever had. However, the
article reminded me that learning has always been a priority for
Jews, and even today for those who are higly assimilated; we are
indeed the People of the Book, and while most of us are more
invested in secular studies than Talmud Torah, our ancient
inclination as a nation is to learn.

Shavuot is the holiday of learning, when we reap the first fruits
of a year of study. As we mark final exams and graduations, come
celebrate our ancient heritage by studying some Torah with us on
June 7.

...what could
demonstrate
our love
of the Torah
more than
a night
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Religious School student Sophia Askari displays her
winning design for the Temple tee shirts, to be worn
at the Israel Day Parade. With her are Parade Co-chairs
Rebecca Yousefzadeh Sassouni and Bali Lerner.

Getting Ready for the Parade

Temple Israel’s Religious School students participated in its second
annual “Celebrate Israel” tee shirt design contest. The winning design will
adorn the congregation’s tee shirts, to be worn by Temple marchers in this
year’s Salute to Israel Parade on June 5.

The winner is Sophia Askari, daughter of Eleanor and Kaveh Askari, a student
in Morah Peleg’s Dalet class. Her design, in keeping with the parade theme, “In
Tune With Israel,” features the Israeli flag waving, with the top stripe image as a
musical staff. Thanks to Sophie and the Israel Affairs Committee, Morah Peleg's
class celebrated with an ice cream party in honor of Israel’s 63rd birthday.

There is still time to reserve a seat on the Temple bus going to the pa-
rade, as well as a complimentary tee shirt. Last year Temple Israel had a
huge contingent of participants. “We intend to top it this year,” said Rebecca
Yousefzadeh Sassouni, an organizer of the Temple parade group. “Every-
one who attends gets entered into a raffle to win an Apple Ipod Shuffle.”

For further information and to participate in the parade with Temple
members, contact Rebecca Sassouni at <rebeccasassouni@gmail.com> or
Bali Lerner at <balilerner@gmail.com>. Participants from the Religious
School will receive Family Education Credit.

The Israel Affairs Committee thanks its chairman, Lee Harounian, for
underwriting the cost of the tee shirts and buses again this year.

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
To BE DEDICATED

Second Day of Shavuot
Thursday, June 9

MARTIN FAINBLATT
Husband of Charlotte Fainblatt
Father of Lori Fodale and Lynn Wertheim

HESHMAT FARASSAT
Mother of Lili Kalimian

PHYLLIS FENSTER
Mother of Gail Gomberg

RENEE INDYK
Mother of Sherry Husney,
Robin Seidler and Jeffrey Indyke

SHIRLEY MATSIL
Mother of Joelle Serota and Amy Richer

MELVIN NAGER
Husband of Annette Nager

LESTER PHILLIPS
Uncle of Karen Ashkenase
Husband of Cecile Phillips

RUTH SCHWARTZ
Mother of Francine Spilke-Epstein

EDITH G. SOLOF
Mother of Dr. Carolee Solof

MALIHEH AND YOUSEF TAIED
Parents of Elias Taeid and Shahram Taied

SABBATH SERVICES

——Continued from back page
Bar Mitzvah
ADAM SIEGEL
son of Heidi and Walter Siegel
L[]
Friday, June 10
Evening Service 6:30 P.M.
L[]
Saturday, June 11
Morning Service 8:45 A.M.
Weekly Portion: Behaalotekha
Numbers 8:1 —12:16
Haftarah: Zechariah 2:14 — 4:7
Sabbath Service Officers: Joanna Eshaghoff and Gary Sazer
Havurah Service 10:00 A.M.
Junior Congregation 10:30 A.M.
Toddler Service Saturday, June 4
Morning Service 8:45 A.M.

Weekly Portion: Naso
Numbers 4:21 - 7:89; Haftarah: Judges 13:2 — 25

D’vAR TORAH

——Continued from back page
fering of identical gifts by the tribes, regardless of their size, emphasized the equality of
each tribe and each person before God.

Behaalotekha

In this portion, the march to the Promised Land finally begins. Among the last details
dealt with at Sinai are preparation of the lamps of the menorah, dedication of the Levites to
their duties, observance of Passover on the 14th day of the first month in the second year
after the Exodus and the making of two silver trumpets to be sounded as a signal to as-
semble, to break camp or to take note of other special occasions. As soon as the people
began their march, they began to complain. In response to Moses’ cry for help, God in-
structs him to gather 70 elders to assist him in leading the people. Miriam and Aaron then
challenge Moses’ role as prophet. God vindicates Moses by punishing Miriam. These inci-
dents of selfishness, even in the faith of God’s miracles, set a pattern that becomes a promi-
nent theme of Scripture—the struggle to raise man above himself.

-8
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TEMPLE STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Steve Conversano

By Marc Katz, Editor Photos by Mickey Putterman

No area congregation’s security compares to Temple Israel’s,
according to Steve Conversano and Jerry White, who have been
overseeing Temple security for many years.

Both are former Nassau County Police Sixth Precinct officers
who grew up in Great Neck and aspired to be on the force from a
young age. While serving in the precinct they were approached
by former Temple Israel Executive Director Vivian Krasnov, who
asked them to provide security at the Temple during their off
hours and during B'nai Mitzvah.

But all plans changed after the World Trade Center attacks
on September 11, 2001, when then Executive Director Harriet
Schiff and congregation officers realized that security had to be
stepped up during all hours that Temple Israel’s doors are open.

Mr. White recruited other former and current Sixth Precinct
officers to provide added security. Now, seven former or current
officers rotate to supply Temple Israel security from early morning
until they secure the facility in the evening, after the last
congregant leaves.

“Our security is on a par or better than any other area
congregation,” Mr. Conversano said. “The police department has
done security surveys of Temple Israel and has told us that nobody
has what we have,” Mr. White added. “We have the equivalent
of our own police force, all familiar with the area having worked
in the Sixth Precinct. They have more than 100 years of police
experience.”

Mr. Conversano, who attended Great Neck South High
School, served in an artillery unit in Vietnam for 14 months.

Steve
Conversano
and

Jerry White

Following his discharge, he decided that police work was for him.
His 32-plus year police career, exclusively driving a patrol car in
the Sixth Precinct, started in 1970. He was part of a 300-member
Nassau Police contingent sent to Ground Zero to help provide
security immediately after the attack. He started providing
Temple Israel security part time in 1979.

Mr. White, 1968 Great Neck South graduate, grew up in
Thomaston. He joined the Nassau force when he turned 18, as
a member of the Police Department Cadet Program. On his 21st
birthday, in 1971, he joined the Sixth Precinct and drove the same
patrol car that Mr. Conversano staffed between 1977-1979. He
later became an instructor in firearms, tactics and survival at the
Nassau County Police Academy, training officers in patrol cars,
SWAT teams and Narcotics officers.

“This congregation is like my family,” said Mr. White, who
has worked at Temple Israel for 25 years. “I have seen little
children of congregants grow up and become adults. Now some
of them have children of their own.

“I believe most members are comfortable with the security
provided at Temple Israel,” he said. “They tell us they feel
safe, warm, comfortable—and this creates a very positive
environment.”

Mr. Conversano said: “You can never say ‘nothing is going
to happen here,” but security at Temple Israel is quite good.”

“You can’t walk around in fear,” Mr. White added. “You have
to have your eyes open. There will never be a perfectly secure
situation,” he said, “but it is good to know we are far ahead of
everyone else.”

* Benjamin Albert, son of Drs. Marcy and David
Albert, graduated from Columbia College and
Columbia University School of Engineering and
Applied Sciences, B.A. in Physics and Mathematics
and B.S. in Computer Science, Magna Cum Laude,
and received the Russel Mills Memorial Award for
Academic Excellence in Computer Science.

* Jason Berkenfeld, grandson of Lottie and
Bill Blye, graduated from Harvard Univer-
sity, B.A., Summa Cum Laude.

* Samantha Blye, granddaughter of Lottie

Congratulations,
Grads!

and Bill Blye, graduated from University of
Rochester, B.A., and received the Econom-
ics and Business Strategy Award.
¢ Geoff Gouterman, son of Randi Zuller,
graduated from SUNY at Plattsburgh, B.A.
Criminal Justice.
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* Samantha Nusbaum, granddaughter of
Shirley and Ed Goldfeder, graduated from
University of Buffalo, Master’s Degree in
Public Health and O.T.

* Rena Pearlman, daughter of Amy and
James Pearlman, graduated from Adelphi
University, B.A.

¢ Asher Smith, son of Susan and Dr. Arden
Smith, graduated from Emory University
and will be attending Yale University School
of Law in the fall.



Cheers for Temple Israel Religious

By Jackie Einstein Astrof

Chair of Mitzvah Projects for the Religious School

If any little word of mine may make a life the brighter

If any little song of mine may make a heart the lighter...
If any little love of mine may make a life the sweeter

If any little care of mine may make a friend’s the fleeter...

“The Little Word,” is a little poem from
the Kabbalat Shabbat prayer book that I used
each Friday nightin my Conservative shul,
growing up in West Orange, New Jersey.
The poem itself is short, but its message is
so large that I think about it nearly every
day. In essence, the poem reminds us that
doing little niceties can so often make an
impact on others.

Every Religious School student was
able to see how important “The Little
Word” is this school year. Throughout
each grade level, children engaged in a
variety of chesed projects that helped fellow
congregants, those in need on Long Island,
and those in need far away.

Here’s how the projects worked. Each
Hebrew month during the school year, a new
“Mitzvah of the Month” was introduced to
the entire Religious School. While each grade

—Excerpted from “The Little Word”

learned about these mitzvot, each month, one
grade level was assigned a hands-on project
related to that month’s mitzvah.

A bit about each project:
e To learn about Hachnasat Orchim, the
mitzvah of welcoming guests, the Nitzanim
(Kindergarten) children made cheerful cards
and cookies for those in our shul family who
needed alittle smile. This was followed up by
a visit to The Atria, an assisted living home
on Cutter Mill Road, where the children en-
tertained and greeted the residents.
e The Aleph (first grade) classes made a
wonderful mural with the theme of Rodef
Shalom, pursuing peace. The mural was then
presented at The Atria on Great Neck Road,
where the children sang songs about Shalom
along with the wonderful guitar music of
their assistant teacher, Elissa Rosengarten.
e The Bet (second grade) classes made pla-

cards reminding people to “turn off the
lights.” These placards will be mounted
throughout the school in the Temple. This
was to recognize the mitzvah of Tikkun Olam,
repairing the world.

¢ The Gimmel children (third grade) deco-
rated colorful and uplifting cards containing
a prayer for healing. Rabbis Stecker and
Adelson will bring these cards when they
visit congregants who are in the hospital.
The beautiful cards were made to learn more
about the importance of T'fillah, prayer.

e The Dalet (fourth grade) children thor-
oughly enjoyed making cozy quilts and
pillows for children in the Shaare Tzedek
Hospital in Israel as part of learning a love
of Israel, Ahavat Zion. What made the project
even more meaningful is that the quilts were
hand-delivered during the Temple’s Youth
House trip to Israel in February.

e The Hay classes (fifth grade) learned com-
passion for animals, Tza’ar Ba’alei Chayim,
through two nice projects. Two Hay classes
made toys for shelter cats and dogs. A repre-
sentative from the Animal Lover’s League in
Glen Cove came to the synagogue to thank the
children for their hard work and teach them
all about animal shelters. Another class ener-
getically hosted a bake sale to raise funds for
CHAI (Concern for Helping Animals in Israel).

Bet Class made reminder signs to turn lights off for Temple

school classrooms.

Nitzanim baked cookies for homebound congregation seniors.

The Dalet Class made quilts to be hand delivered to Israel

during the Waxman High School trip to Israel.

Aleph Class prepared for singing songs at Atria Cutter Mill.
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School Children’s Chesed Projects!

e The Vav (sixth grade) children learned
about modern slavery through a project
on the chocolate industry. This was for the
mitzvah of Pidyon Shevuyim, or redeeming
captives. The Vav children screened a film
called “The Dark Side of Chocolate” to learn
about the ongoing use of child labor and hu-
man trafficking in the cocoa industry. They
then made chocolate-covered matzah to tie
current-day practices to what they were
learning about slavery in the story of Pesach.
And then they took action by selling fair
trade chocolate and having people sign a
petition that will be sent to the large choco-
late makers. One hundred percent of the
proceeds from the sale of the chocolate will
be donated to an organization called the Not
for Sale Campaign, which is devoted to fight-
ing human trafficking and slavery.

To make each class’s project even more
meaningful, the organization to which each
grade donated its tzedakah money was also
aligned to that grade’s yearlong mitzvah and
its chesed project.

In addition to each grade’s hands-on proj-
ect, school-wide efforts were made to support
other acts of chesed going on throughout the
Temple. In January, Religious School families
(and the entire Vav class!) helped make sand-
wiches for those in need in Nassau County

through the Temple’s involvement in the Tikun
Alliance of the North Shore Campaign Against
Hunger. At Purim-time, the students delivered
mishloach manot to Temple families” homes
all over Great Neck. And at several points
throughout the school year, various drives col-
lected everything from gently used clothing
to canned food to used towels for shelter pets.
A “little word” of thanks:

e Thanks to the Religious School families for
bringing in “stuff” for the projects, carpooling
to the Atria and doing whatever it took to help
support the various causes.

e Thanks to the Youth House for bringing the
quilts made by our Dalet (fourth grade) students
to Israel to donate at Shaare Tzedek Hospital.
e Thanks to Iris Adler, Rona Lupkin, Brenda
Kopelowitz, Karen Ashkenase and the Sister-
hood for including Religious School children
in delivering mishloach manot to Temple
families for Purim. The children had a blast!
e Thanks to Whole Foods for their donation
of 25 bars of gourmet “fair trade” chocolate.
e Thanks to Jane Gluckman of the Animal
Lover’s League in Glen Cove for coming not
once, but twice, to tell both Tuesday /Sunday
and Monday / Wednesday Hay (fifth grade)
students about what an animal shelter does.
e Thanks to Rabbi Klirs and Cathy Gewanter
for their never-ending energy and assistance

Nitzanim Class prepared to entertain at the Atria Cutter Mill.

with the millions of details to make each
project happen.

e A special shout out to a terrific team of
volunteers—Rachel Geula, Esther Rowin
Katz and Roya Shavolian. Thanks to you,
itwas possible to have hands-on projects
in all 20 classes of the Religious School.
¢ And, lastbut certainly notleast, thanks
to the children in the Religious School for
embodying “The Little Word” and really
making many lives a little brighter. You
are now all officially junior members of
the Temple’s Chesed Connection!

The Gimel Class, with cheerfully colored prayer cards for heal-
ing, to be given by Temple rabbis during hospital visitations.

The Dalet Class made quilts for children in hospitals in Israel.




Voice Guest Column: Visiting Another Time

——=Continued from page 2

There was a bell on the gate, which was not
answered at first. I knew someone was in-
side, since I could see that the door was open.
Finally my buzzing was answered and I was
buzzed in and could walk all the way to the
door, where an older lady stood. Had I had
bad intensions, I could easily have overpow-
ered her. Clearly, the congregation is not too
worried. There was no camera, so they could
not know that the woman who answered
was alone. All I said was that I wanted to
see the Synagogue. I had not given my name.

The lady at the door was Johanna
Fraenkel. She said I could not come in. I ex-
pressed my disappointment and said I came
from America and had written. I said I was
Susan Oppenheimer Rossman. When she
recognized the name from the letter, she said
I could definitely come in.

Mrs. Fraenkel is a German-Jewish sur-
vivor of Auschwitz. She was from Hamburg.
Her late husband and she met and married
and settled in Darmstadt. He was the vorbetter
of the congregation and a big benefactor. After
the War five Jews returned to Darmstadt. The
City of Darmstadt built the Synagogue. This
new Synagogue has 700 members, mostly
new Russian immigrants. Many of the prayer
books have Russian translations. The sanctu-
ary is breathtakingly beautiful. When one
faces the bimah, the left side has stained glass
windows that are red. On the right are blue
windows with green and white tufts. The
light at certain times of the day makes the red
look like fire. This is to commemorate the
Shoah. The cool blue with white represents
Israel, or the Jewish colors. The white rep-
resents the diaspora. I am so sorry that I
was not in Darmstadt for a Shabbat service. I
think even a non-believer would believe after
seeing the sanctuary. The bimah rises up to
heaven and the Ark is divine. The Torahs are
dressed in their finery. Tears rose in my eyes
and I know that my father would have been
very pleased to see this lovely space.

Mrs. Fraenkel then took me to the Mu-
seum, which has pieces in it that various
survivors or their families have donated.
There were photos of members when they
lived in Darmstadt before the war. There
were some desecrated Torahs, and other ar-
tifacts from the Shoah period.

Mrs. Fraenkel also explained that when
the Darmstadtler Klinik was built, ruins of
the Reform synagogue were found. Con-
struction was stopped and a revision was
made to the plans. There is now a balcony
from which the ruins can be seen. Darmstadt
seems to be very respectful to the Jews and
our history.

This new Synagogue is built directly
across the street from a building that housed
the Gestapo. The residents did not want a

sign, but the Darmstadt Government in-
sisted. They do not want to cover up the
shameful aspects of their history.

It is interesting to note how vibrant the
synagogue is. Mrs. Fraenkel was organizing an
art show with donations from the congregants.
There were other workers in the office and I
felt that this is a real synagogue. There was a
Hebrew nursery school in progress while I was
visiting and it felt good that Hitler had not
totally destroyed this large Jewish community.
After more than three hours in the synagogue I
left, but felt so glad to have been able to be there.

I double-checked that my father’s house
is not standing any longer. In fact his street,
Wendelstrasse, does not exist any longer.

After I left Darmstadt I went to Berlin.
From there it is easy to get to Sachsenhausen,
a work camp. I joined a group with an
En-glish-speaking guide. There was a fine
mist falling; the sky was slate grey. We got
out of the train and walked to the camp.
The town was not bombed during the war.
Sachsenhausen is a suburb of Berlin. We

They do not
want to cover up
the shameful aspects
of their history.

walked past many little houses that were
well-tended and have nice, crisp, white cur-
tains on the windows. As we walked by the
houses our guide, Jessy, a young woman from
Salt Lake City, Utah said, “During the War,
the prisoners got off the train where we did
and marched down this street to the camp.”
It casts doubt on the people who said they
“knew nothing,” since the street is narrow
and the houses are not set back from the road.

For the first time since I came to Germany,
there were no flowers to be seen. There were
no birds chirping. The quiet when we walked
outside was overwhelming. Although our
group had packed picnics, it was impossible
to eat. I could not take photographs. We
were walked through the two bunks that are
still there. We were shown the cells and the
latrines, which have been left as they were.
I felt the cold seeping up through the floor,
although it was a relatively warm day at the
end of March—not a cold winter day.

It is almost impossible to talk while we
walked in the two buildings that are still
there. Jessy gave us some of the facts. “This
is where they had to get ready so quickly,”
she said. “This is where they had to wash.
They were given seconds to clean them-
selves, since there were so many people and

so few spigots. This is where they were
squeezed in at three times the maximum
capacity.” I thought of the four sons at the
seder when she said “they.”

We stood on the “green” where the pris-
oners stood for roll call at least twice a day.
We walked over to the crematorium. Al-
though it was a work camp, it was “neces-
sary” to burn the bodies, since the number
of people who died of typhus, diphtheria and
other diseases was so large. It was also nec-
essary to experiment with mass extermina-
tion. So, although it was not a concentration
camp, some of the prisoners were gassed.

We entered the museum part of the
camp. Two large school groups were there.
The German government requires that ev-
ery year students go either to a synagogue,
a Jewish museum or other place where they
are taught about us.

I listened to the teacher as she pointed
out a huge poster that showed hundreds of
neatly dressed people standing in lines. “What
do you see?” she asked. One of the students
answered, “There are many people dressed
in winter coats, hats, gloves and earmuffs.”
“Who do you think took this photograph?”
she continued. Another student replied,
“Probably one of the people was taking pic-
tures of his friends.” “Wrong on all accounts!”
she said. The picture was taken by the SS and
was a propaganda photo. The people were
given these clothes to wear as long as the
photo shoot was taking place. You must al-
ways be careful about believing what you see
and what you read. It is easy to be fooled, but
we cannot and must not be undiscriminating.”
She went on to tell the children that atrocities
like this can never happen again. We must be
tolerant of those who are different from us.”

I'was very taken by this teacher. She was
not just going through the curriculum.

After I left Berlin I went to Dortmund,
my mother’s hometown. I arrived at the
Hauptbahnhof. I did not think this would
be so difficult for me. As I disembarked and
stepped onto the platform I could see my
mother sitting at the station on Kristallnacht
after her neighbor told her not to go home. I
found it difficult to move from the spot. Al-
though the voices in the trains and the
stations are now soft, I could hear the
“Achtung!” and the glaring voices of 1938.
I was not in the here and now.

The next day I went to my mother’s
home at Vinckeplatz 7. It is still standing. As
I stood in front of the building I saw this
nicely kept home. The windows are as large
as my mother always described. Vinckeplatz
is a beautiful grassy area. I can hear my
mother laughing and her mother calling her.
I can hear my aunt, Herta, and my uncle,
Kurt, squealing with laughter. And I can see
now that it all has disappeared!
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From the Rabbi: The Full Picture

——=Continued from page 2
guments often leading to a sharpening of
viewpoints.

We generally shy away from that today
and I'm not exactly sure why. Are we afraid
that we’ll lose our temper? Is our energy
sapped from the challenges of daily living?

A synagogue should be a place of com-
fort and acceptance, but it should also be a
place of passionate exchange about ideas that
matter. On occasion, we have Shabbat morn-
ing discussions about contemporary issues
in which I encourage congregants to talk to
each other and to study related Jewish
sources. We also use classes for this purpose
on a more intimate scale. I don’t know how
many people change their opinions com-
pletely as a result, but I have heard people
say that following such a conversation, they
now see things a little bit differently.

On Tuesday evening, June 7, in celebra-

tion of Shavuot, we will have, in addition to
clergy-led sessions, a panel of Temple Israel
members discussing Conservative Judaism.
The panelists, and the entire congregation,
are being asked to read Rabbi Waxman'’s in-
troduction to Tradition and Change. With ref-
erence to Rabbi Waxman'’s seminal essay, the
panelists will discuss their own perceptions
about the triumphs, shortcomings and future
prospects of Conservative Judaism. I encour-
age everyone to come experience what is

sure to be a lively exchange incorporating a
variety of viewpoints.

It's generally more convenient to crop the
picture, rather than to confront it fully. Right,
left or center, we find it easier to focus on our
own respective realms, rather than to gaze too
carefully at others. But our vast experience as
Jews should teach us that photo-shop is a lim-
ited fix. Better to look at the fullest picture we
can. We don’t have to embrace it all, but we
should not pretend that it doesn’t exist.

Congregation Thanks Many Kiddush Sponsors

Appreciation is expressed by the Temple officers and Board of Trustees to members
who have generously sponsored and enhanced the Sabbath kiddush.

A contribution toward the kiddush on May 7 was made by Lila and Alexander Schoen
in appreciation of the Junior Congregation services.

The congregational kiddush on May 14 was sponsored by Gloria and Albert Gilardian
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Nathan. A contribution was made by Sheila and
Farzad (Frank) Shahery in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Julia.
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Certified Insured Make-Up Artist
ULTIMATE LOOK OF RADIANCE

Featuring Billie Cosmetics

Specializing in: Air Brushing ® Personal Make-up Instruction
BRIDES e BAR/BAT MITZVAHS ® PROMS e SWEET 16

IN DEFRANCO SPAGNOLO SALON - 156 Middle Neck Rd., Great Neck
Tel: 466-4636

Cell: 316-5591

Dan's Dog Walking

and Pet Sitting H
516-551-1613 Dasshl L
50% off Your First Visit
TEMPLE MEMBER RACHEL HUSNEY
ON STAFF as Licensed Veterinary
Technician for help with
medical treatments & questions
Grooming * Training
www.danspetcare.com
Bonded & Insured

N

Honoring Memories. Celebrating Lives.

Riverside-Nassau
North Chapel

* Funerals « Advance Funeral Planning
* Monuments & Inscription Services

www.riversidenassaunorthchapels.com

516.487.9600
55 North Station Plaza, Great Neck

JOIN CHEF &
MICHAEL
GINOR
at his new
Pan-Mediterranean

|“4 )
anise:
v
Restaurant

featuring wide selection of fish & vegetarian options
613 MIDDLE NECK ROAD, GREAT NECK
516-466-6136
Sun, Tues, Wed 12-10 pm
Thurs & Fri 12-11 pm ¢ Sat 5-11 pm ¢ Closed Mon

Proactive Insurance
Agency, LLC

Specializing in
Group Health, Dental,
Life & Disability Insurance

Nazy Torkan Solomon
(516) 208-4750

solomon @ proactiveinsuranceagency.com

EDERMAN
CATERERS

Celebrating our 50th year &
the SPRING 2011 RE-OPENING
of the Grand Ballroom at Temple Israel
Exclusive Caterer to Temple Israel of Great Neck
Phone: 516-829-6666
Fax: 516-829-8632

E-mail: events@ledermancaterers.com

Shastone Memorials

~ 1904 A CENTURY OF SERVICE 2004 ~
MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION ERECTED AT ALL CEMETERIES
112 Northern Boulevard ¢ Great Neck, New York 11021
516-487-4600 « 1-877-677-6736 (Toll free outside NY)
www.ShastoneMemorials.com
Marvin Rosen - Laurel S. Rosen - Russell J. Rosen

CUSTOM DESIGN and SHOP AT HOME SERVICES
MONUMENTS - FOOTSTONES - PLAQUES - MAUSOLEUMS - CLEANING - REPAIRS
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D’vAR TORAH
By Rabbi Marim D. Charry
Bemidbar Saturday, May 28

In this portion, we begin the Book of Numbers. For about a
year, the Israelites had been camped at the foot of Sinai, where they
witnessed the revelation, built the Mishkan and were instructed in
its operation. Now they are ready to resume the journey through
the wilderness to the Promised Land. The people are organized into
a military camp to enable them to undertake a march through hos-
tile environments, both natural and human. The first order of busi-
ness is a census of all males over 20, except Levites. The tribes are
then assigned positions in a square surrounding the Mishkan. Fi-
nally, the Levites are assigned special duties in connection with the
Mishkan and numbered separately. The physical arrangement of the
camp will serve to remind the people on the march of the monu-
mental events they have recently experienced. The Mishkan will
become a “mobile Sinai,” and its location at the center of the camp
will provide focus for the Israelites on their journey.

Naso Saturday, June 4
We continue the final preparations at Sinai for the resumption

of the journey through the wilderness to the Promised Land in this
portion. The numbering of the Levitical families and assignment of
porterage duties for the Mishkan is concluded. Several laws dealing
with the purity of the camp and the family are then promulgated,
including a trial by ordeal for a woman suspected of adultery. These
are followed by a description of the restrictions incumbent upon any
person who takes a Nazarite vow as an act of special piety. Nazarites
must refrain from drinking wine or alcohol, from cutting hair and
coming into contact with the dead for a specified period of time.
Moses is then instructed to teach Aaron a special three-fold blessing,
which he is to use in blessing the people. The portion ends with a
detailed account of the gifts brought by the princes of the tribes on
the occasion of the dedication of the Mishkan. The gifts were identi-
cal, yet they had different symbolic meanings for each tribe. The of-
——Continued on page 8

SABBATH SERVICES

Friday, May 27

Evening Service 6:30 PM.

[ ]
Saturday, May 28
Morning Service 8:45 A.M.
Weekly Portion: Bemidbar
Numbers 1:1 — 4:20; Haftarah: Hosea 2:1 — 22
Sabbath Service Officers:

Robert Kahen and Rebecca Friedman-Charry

Havurah Service 10:00 A.M.
Junior Congregation 10:30 A.M.
Toddler Service 11:15 A.M.
B’nai Mitzvah
BRIAN KLIG
son of Ellen and Steven Klig
CARLY WEISEN
daughter of Barbara Weisen and the late Stephen Weisen
L[]
Friday, June 3
Rosh Hodesh Sivan
Evening Service 6:30 PM.
L[]
Saturday, June 4
Morning Service 8:45 A.M.

Weekly Portion: Naso
Numbers 4:21 — 7:89; Haftarah: Judges 13:2 — 25
Sabbath Service Officers:
Dr. Parviz Khodadadian and Brian Zeitlin

Shabbat Ha-Mishpachah 10:15 A.M.
“Shabbat Morning Tefillot:

The Whys and Wherefores?” 10:30 A.M.

Junior Congregation 10:30 A.M.

——Continued on page 8
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