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Wednesday, September 8
Erev Rosh Hashanah

Mincha and Maariv                 6:30 P.M.
¥

Thursday , September 9
First Day Rosh Hashanah

Morning Service (Begins in the Sanctuary)                8:15 A.M.
Havurah Style and Family Friendly Service                9:30 A.M.
Tashlich                 5:00 P.M.
Mincha and Maariv                 6:15 P.M.

Torah Reading: Genesis 21:1-34; Numbers 29:1-6
Haftarah: I Samuel 1:1-2:10

¥
Friday, September 10

Second Day of Rosh Hashanah
Morning Service (Begins in the Sanctuary)                8:15 A.M.
Abridged Service for Adults (welcoming to childr en)  9:30 A.M.
Mincha and Maariv                 6:30 P.M.

Torah Reading: Genesis 22:1-24; Numbers 29:1-6
Haftarah: Jeremiah 31:2-20

¥
Saturday, September 11

Shabbat Shuvah
Morning Service                8:45 A.M.

Weekly Portion: HaÕazinu
Deuteronomy 32:1-52

Haftarah: Hosea 14:2-10; Micah 7:18-20; Joel 2:15-27
Sabbath Service Officers: Alise Kr editor and Miriam Kobliner

Sunday, September 17
Kol Nidre

Mincha                 3:00 P.M.
Kol Nidr e                 6:30 P.M.

¥
Monday , September 18

Yom Kippur
Morning Service (Begins in the Grand Ballroom)         9:00 A.M.
Yizkor Memorial Service              11:30 A.M.
Abridged Service for Adults (Welcoming to Childr en)  9:30 A.M.
Community Yizkor Service                 3:00 P.M.
Symposium                 3:00 P.M.

Torah Reading: Leviticus 16; Numbers 29:7-11
Haftarah: Isaiah 57:14-58:14

Mincha                 5:00 P.M.
Torah Reading: Leviticus 18

Haftarah: Book of Jonah 1:1-4:11; Micah 7:18-20
Shofar Blowing                 7:42 P.M.

SABBATH  & H IGH  HOLY DAY SERVICES

See Temple Israel
High Holy Day Observance

Information
Pages 4-9

Administration Change at H igh School
Plans to Reinv igorate Programming

A new administration at Temple IsraelÕs
Waxman High School and Youth House is
in place for the start of this school year, with
plans to reinvigorate curriculum, student
activities and enthusiasm for the post-Bar
and Bat Mitzvah student body.

Temple Associate Rabbi Seth Adelson
will take on the added role of dir ector of the
High School, assisted by high school teacher
Joseph Pearlman, who will be youth activities

director, and new addition Itamar Futterman,
a former  IDF Special  Forces A r t i l l ery
Commander and the son of a rabbi, who will
be the schoolÕs religious activities director.

ÒThe Waxman High School and Youth
House is very important to us,Ó said Temple
President Richard Kestenbaum. ÒRabbi
Adelson, a member of our most senior staff,
will undertake the leadership this year as we
continue to reinvigorate and real ign the

school  programs w i th our  overal l
educational vision at the Temple.Ó

He said: ÒWe intend to develop pro-
grams that will reach out to a larger number
of Jewish youth in Great Neck. We would
like to market our H igh School programs
and act iv i t ies to a w ider  audience. We
recognize the lack of activities for Jewish
youth in Great Neck and we would like to

Continued on page 15



FROM THE RABBI

Pouring it On Thick
By Rabbi Howard Stecker

Few were invited, but who among us
has not seen some pictures from the Clinton-
Mezvinsky wedding? In particular, the pho-
tograph of the smi l ing couple, w i th the
groom wearing a kippah and tallit, has made
the media rounds. On a recent Shabbat morn-
ing, I asked those present at services to share
their reactions to the wedding, first in small
groups and subsequently, for those who
wished, before everyone assembled.

It resulted in an impassioned and im-
portant conversation with a variety of opin-
ions expressed. Some felt that the groomÕs
appropriation of Jewish symbols, given that
the bride is not Jewish, was problematic and
even hypocritical. Others saw that as an in-
dication of the groomÕs sincere connection
to Judaism and of the possibility that Jewish
practice will be included in the ensuing mar-
riage. Some saw this exclusively as a nega-
tive event, evidence of our increasing assimi-
lation. Others saw evidence of an opportu-
nity for spreading JudaismÕs message and
influence. Many mixed feelings were also
shared. Among those who didnÕt speak pub-
licly during the service, many continued the
conversation afterward and several have
sent me e-mails.

At the conclusion of the discussion, I
made two points that I would like to share
in this column. First, in keeping with that
morningÕs Torah portion opening with the
command to choose the path of blessing, I
observed that we donÕt control every choice
thatÕs made in this world. Specifically for this
discussion, we donÕt fully control the choices

Éthe challenge
É is as complex

now as ever.
that our children make. While we may have
legitimate expectations of our childr en, and
while we are completely in our right to state
those expectations, we cannot guarantee
what they will choose in a wide variety of
realms. When children make choices that are
not in keeping w ith our expectations, we
ourselves have a choice. We can shut the
door or we can leave the door open. Many
peopleÕs experiences have shown that when

Continued on page 10

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Holy Day Warming
By Richard Kestenbau m

Well, like clockwork, the ÒholidaysÓ are
once again upon us. This year they are early,
but sometimes they are late. Either way, it
marks the start of our Òseason.Ó It marks the
resumption of breakneck activity for our
clergy, office staff and custodial staff. ItÕs our
opportunity to put our best foot forwar d to
our congregants, including those we donÕt
regularly see.

For many reasons, the High Holy Days
are an emotional time of year. So, I would

Join us for
services now

and be all
warmed up

for the
High Holy Days.

like to take a few wor ds of this column to
recognize the wide range of thoughts and
emotions that Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kip-
pur evoke.

As the High Holy Days are a time for
spiritual reflection about the past year and
thoughts and prayers about the futur e, it is
naturally a time to think about your l i fe.
Many of us will be asking for forgiveness for
something real or perceived. Others will be
spending a few days with their childr en or
other family members which evokes warm
feelings and memories of growing up spend-
ing time in shul with their parents or grand-
parents. It is also a chance to remember those
who were near and dear to us and are now
departed. Warm feelings also come from see-
ing the same friends and neighbors sur-
rounding them in shul each year, bringing a
sense of comfort to their prayer experience.

We are aware of all of these subtle and
not so subtle feelings. We try our best to pro-
vide a venue for our congregation that will
let your prayer experiences be comfortable
ones, and leave you with the feeling that you
are better off having come to Temple.

Elul, the month befor e Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur , is a time of intr ospection
and repentance, leading up to the ultimate
Day of Judgment. Get a head start. Join us
for services now and be all warmed up for
the High Holy Days.

A VOICE GUEST COLUM N

A Seder in Sevilla
By Laura Birnbau m

EDITORÕS NOTE:  Laura Birnbaum, the daughter of Ellen and Mark Birnbaum, has re-
turned to her roots in her hometown Great Neck after spending a semester in Seville, Spain.
In this Voice Guest Column she tells of the seder she attended in the city.

On this particular Monday, while the
entire city of Sevilla was surrounded by im-
agery of Jesus pulling the cross behind him,

Week, better known as Semana Santa, a
week-long celebration of Jesus and his life
(or rather his death). All the inhabitants of
the city, who, for the rest of the year display
their Catholicism by perhaps stopping by for
a brief mass in the cathedral, suddenly be-
come enamored and moved by the miracle
that was Jesus. The streets are shut down,
and day af ter  day hundreds of  people
dressed in their best Sunday clothes stand
outside for hours, gawking at a parade of
giant images of Jesus, the Virgin, and numer-
ous apostles, made out of gold and precious
Jewels. It is really a sight to see, and even
those w ho have no rel igious aff i l iat ion
should experience this wonder of Seville, or

        Continued on page 10

IÉpr oudly
embraced

my identity
as a Jew.

I had images of Moses and Pharoah in my
mind. Not so coincidentally , Passover hap-
pened to fall in the midst of SevillaÕs Holy
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Save the Date!
A Special Address to the Congregation

By the Executive Director
of the American Jewish Committee

David A. Harris
presented by The Israeli Affairs Committee

& Temple Israel Lifelong Learning

Thursday , October 7  ¥  8:15 P.M.
Temple Israel Sanctuary

Free and Open to the Public

IN M EMORIAM
Temple Israel extends condolences

to the families of:

ELEANOR CLARK
mother of Roberta Selzer

EDITH SOLOF
esteemed member of Temple Israel

LAWRENCE SNEAG
husband of Temple Israel teacher

Cheryl Sneag

VIVIAN GREENFIELD
mother of Ron Greenfield

May their memories be for a blessing.

UPCOMING  EVENT S AT TEMPLE ISRAEL
Aug. 24 Waxman High School and Youth House         1:00 P.M.

Geniza Project
Sept. 4 Selichot

7 Waxman High School BBQ and Registration         4:00 P.M.
7 Beth HaGan Nursery School Orientation         7:30 P.M.
8 Erev Rosh Hashanah
9-10 Rosh Hashanah
11 9/1 1 Memorial Service        8:45 A.M.
17 Kol Nidr e
18 Yom Kippur
19 Sukkah Building W orkshop with Rabbi Adelson         2:00 P.M.
21 Temple Board of Trustees Meeting         8:15 P.M.
22 Erev Sukkot
23-29 Sukkot
25 Sukkah Hop
26 Temple Welcome Back BBQ         1:00 P.M.
26 New Member Sukkah Dinner         6:30 P.M.
30 Shemini Atzeret

Help us, Lord, to gather together all those

scattered sparks of faith which are lost

within ourselves, as Your people Israel

gather in congregtions everywhere

to praise Your name this day.

This issueÕs quote is an excerpt taken from one of the open-
ing prayers recited during the Rosh Hashanah Evening Service.
Send your favorite quote to The Voice, c/o the Temple office.

!

"

IN QUOTES

EDITORÕS NOTE: ÒIn QuotesÓ calls attention to passages from Jew-
ish prayers and writings frequently overlooked or said by rote, but
profoundly written.

CANDLE LIGHTING TIM ES
Kindle the Sabbath Lights!

Friday, August 20.............É É .É ......7:29 P.M.
Friday, August 27............. É É .É ......7:18 P.M.

M AZAL  TOV TO . . .
¥ Fran and Marc Langsner on the marriage
of thei r  daughter, Stephanie, to Russel l
Bailyn.
¥ Joan and David Mandel  on the marriage
of their son, Jeffrey, to Suma Sanakkayala.
¥ Larisa and Dr. Aaron Davidson on the
birth of their son, Asher Jeremy.
¥ Amy and Mitchell Kase on the birth of
their daughter , Lily Sarah.
¥ Ruth and Harold Nelkin  on the birth of
their granddaughter , Lily Sarah Kase.
¥ Marie and Robert Contento  on the birth
of thei r  granddaughter, Fiona M onique
Contento.
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Alexa Kimiabakhsh
Alexa Kimiabakhsh will be called to the To-
rah as a Bat Mitzvah on September 4. She is
the daughter of Elham and Daniel (Farzin)
K imiabakhsh and has three brothers,
Jonathan, 13, Zakary, 6, and Jared, 4. Alexa
is a seventh grade student at Great Neck
North Middle School where she was named
ÒStudent of the Quarter.Ó She is the recipi-
ent of an award for Outstanding Commu-
nity Service from COPAY, as well as being a
N YSSM A participant in voice. She per-
formed in the school play ÒFiddler on the
RoofÓ as a dancer and in the chorus. Alexa
enjoys playing tennis, swimming, singing,
acting, and dancing. She celebrated her Bat
Mitzvah in Jerusalem this past Passover at
RobinsonÕs Ar ch. She will be attending the
Waxman High School.

Jonathan Kimiabakhsh
Jonathan Kimiabakhsh will be celebrating
his Bar Mitzvah on September 4. He is the
son of  Elham and Daniel  (Farzin)
Kimiabakhsh and has a sister, Alexa, 12, and
tw o brothers, Zakary, 6, and Jared, 4.
Jonathan is an eighth grade student at Great
Neck North Middle School where he made
the Honor Roll. He has been a member of
All County Chorus for the past two years
as well as a NYSSMA participant. Jonathan
enjoys playing tennis, boating, music, sing-
ing, and running. He was a member of his
school cross country team. He celebrated his
Bar Mitzvah in Jerusalem this past Passover.

BÕNAI/ BÕNOT MITZVAH

IN OUR TEMPLE FAMILY
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
Childr en and Family Programs

Kindergarten-2nd Grade Bonim Service:*   11 A.M.-Noon in the Multipurpose Room
Morah Donna Lefkowitz leads a fast-paced interactive program blending familiar
prayers and stories with props, discussions and enthusiastic singing. Features the Sho-
far Squad.

3rd-4th Grade Chaverim Service:*                             10:30 A.M. - Noon in the Blue Room
Dr. Geoff EpsteinÕs services include lots of group and individual participation, a blend
of traditional and innovative prayers and activities, great Torah discussions, and, of
course, plenty of HersheyÕs kisses (on Rosh Hashanah only. Features the Shofar Squad.

5th-7th Grade Machon Service:*                                         10:30 A.M. - Noon in the Chapel
Led by informal Jewish educator Rahel Musleah., this is a service thatÕs just right for
middle-schoolersÑincluding real davening, Torah reading and plenty of interactive
activities. Features the Shofar Squad.

*Parents and other family members welcome!

Teen Service:                                                   10:30 A.M. Ð 1 P.M. in the Youth House Well
Led by Youth House Religious Activities Dir ector Itamar Futterman. Join Itamar for a
participatory service for 7th-12th graders, including Torah reading, shofar blowing,
great discussions and creative activities.

Pre-school Program:**                                     12:15-1:15 P.M. in the Multipurpose Room
For preschool childr en and their parents, led by Donna Lefkowitz . This is a fun, lively
service for the pre-school set and their parents, filled with sing-a-long songs, games,
stories and snacks. Get ready to get that ÒYom Tov Feeling all over you!Ó

Interactive K-6 Family Program:**                                   12:15-1:15 P.M. in the Blue Room
For grade school aged children and their parents, led by Rabbi Tracy G. Klirs. Featur-
ing games, snacks and creative activities. No two programs are ever the same!

**At least one parent must attend per family.

NEW: Service attendance credit will be given to all childr en in grades K-6 who attend
any of the above services, or any adult service, with a parent or grandparent! Seventh
graders will receive credit whether they attend Machon or an adult service with a par-
ent, or the Youth House service alone. All you need to do is bring one of the special
tickets with your childÕs name that will be sent to you in a separate mailing, and give it
to anyone at the security table at the entrance to the Temple. You will receive six tickets
for each childÑone for each daytime and one for each evening service during the High
Holy Days. Simply present the appropriate ticket for each child on each day that you
bring your child.

Congratulations,
 Graduates!

Following is a listing of childr en of Temple Israel members who have received college
degrees this spring, as received by The Voice. Additional graduates were listed in The
Voice last May and June.

The congregation congratulates these graduates on their outstanding achievements!
¥ Shayna Domnitch, daughter of Ellen and Marty Domnitch, graduate of University
of Wisconsin, B.S., DeanÕs List
¥ Marissa Tillem , daughter of Susan and Jonathan Tillem, graduate of Fordham Uni-
versity Law School, J.D.
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Rosh Hashanah 5771:
The Cleansing Tide
By Rabbi Seth Adelson
EDITORÕS NOTE:  This inspirational Rosh
Hashanah message by Rabbi Seth Adelson
was written as he reflects on the High Holy
Days on the shores of Israel last week.

As I sit on the beach here in Rishon
Letzion, two fingers south of Tel Aviv, the
tide is going out in darkness. It is Saturday
night, and I am fortunate to have found a
place to sit at one of the busy beachside res-
taurants so I can listen to the waves, allow
the slight Mediterranean breeze to caress my
brain, and carve a few words about Rosh
Hashanah out of the Israeli summer night.

The rise and fall of the tides are not un-
like the rhythm of the Jewish year. As inevi-
tably as the seasons turn from one to another,
so too we move from the High Holy Days to
Sukkot to Pesach to Shavuot and back again
to the head of the year.

The month of Tishrei is the high tide of
the Jewish calendar, with all of the hidden
parts of our souls covered w ith cleansing
water, our sins swept out to sea, as we com-
mune with God and ask for forgiveness on
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. As the year
progresses, the tide goes out and we reveal
more and more of the mistakes that we make
for all to see.

Pesach is the halfway point of the yearÑ
that is, low tide. Ther e are hints of purifica-
tion in the Passover rituals, of course, but
they serve to remind us that Yom Kippur lies
in opposition. It is the turning point of the
year, the completely exposed beachfront that
speaks with inevitability about the coming
high tide, the point at which (we hope), all
of the collected debris w ill once again be
washed away.

The tidal cycle is driven, of course, by
the moon. But our cycle of holidays is driven
by God. Or, maybe i t is us. We have, of
course, the ability to choose what to observe.
A l l  of these hol idays w i l l  keep coming
around, just like the tides. It is up to us to
decide whether or not to dip our feet in the
water.

There is an argument in the Talmud
about what to do if you find yourself wan-
dering in the desert with no idea about when
Shabbat occurs. One rabbi says that you
should start counting off days from that
point, and then the seventh will be Shabbat;
another holds that you should observe Shab-
bat on the next day, just to make sure. Why
should you wait so long for Shabbat?

We are fortunate to be l iving in less
desert-l ike conditions. Rosh Hashanah is
unquestionably coming, and with it the high
tide of the soul. Join us for this point of the
tide, and for all the other points along the
way.

Save the Date!

Temple IsraelÕs
5th Annual Sukkah Hop

Saturday, September 25
Immediately following services

Rain or Shine!

Eating & Schmoozing
Éwhat could be bad?

Contributions of kosher parve or dairy dishes
and host families are needed

Contact Rebecca Sassouni for details:
516-482-0211 or <rebeccasassouni@gmail.com>

Remembering the T ragedy
of September 11th

Temple Israel
will mark the tragedy

of September 11, 2001 with
a special memorial service and prayers

in the Sanctuary
during the Shabbat service
on Saturday, September 11.

Attend with your family .
Mark your calendar now!
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Special Parking
Regulations

For High Holy Day
Worshippers

Members of the congregation are
asked to observe parking regulations
which are in effect this year during the
High Holy Days. The Board of Trust-
ees of the Village of Great Neck has
agreed to ease parking restrictions for
the High Holy Days as follows:
¥ Time l imit restrictions w il l  not be
enforced, and no summonses will be
issued for overtime parking on the
streets adjacent to the Temple.
¥ Other parking restrictions w il l  be
enforced including violations of pro-
hibited parking such as in fr ont of hy-
drants, in front of dr ivew ays, ÒN o
Parking This SideÓ and ÒNo Parking
Here to Corner.Ó Congregants are re-
minded that the streets in Strathmore
are narrow and w inding, and viola-
tions of parking restr ictions in the
Strathmore area are considered a mat-
ter of public safety.

Temple Parking
on Erev Rosh Hashanah,

and the First and Second Days
of Rosh Hashanah

Wednesday, September 8,
Thursday , September 9 and

Friday, September 10:
Parking in the Temple lot on Rosh

Hashanah will be limited to members
with New York State issued handicap
permits only. Have your seating ticket
to identi fy yourself, should you be
asked to do so by a staff member sta-
tioned in the lot.

Kol Nidre-Y om Kippur
Temple Overnight Parking
Friday, September 17 and
Saturday, September 18:

Members of the congregation who
wish to leave their cars in the Temple
parking lot from Kol N idre through
Neilah must first obtain a pass from
Temple Execut i ve Di rector  Leon
Silverberg. No cars will be permitted
to enter or leave the parking lot, except
those containing handicap permits.

Your cooperation is needed to
make Temple operat i ons move
smoothly during the H igh Hol iday
period. The Temple administration
st rongl y  suggests you consider
carpooling whenever riding is neces-
sary.

Babysitting will be available at Temple
Israel during the High Holy Days for the
convenience of parents who will be attend-
ing religious services.

Several rooms in the Temple schools
will be staffed by experienced babysitters
who will be available to care for children be-
tween six-months and nine years old.

The babysitters w i l l  be avai lable on
Rosh Hashanah, Thursday, September 9
from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M., and Friday, Septem-
ber 10 from 10 A.M. to 2 P.M. They will also
be available on Yom Kippur , Saturday, Sep-

Congregation Thanks Kiddush Sponsors
Appr eciation is expressed by the Temple officers and Board of Trustees to members

who have generously sponsored and enhanced the Sabbath kiddush.
The congregational kiddush on May 22 was co-sponsored by the Shabbat Hagever Class

in honor of completing their studies with Cantor Frieder and in leading the services on
Shabbat and by Kathrin Zelouf in memory of her husband, Y ousef Zelouf.

The congregational kiddush on May 29 was sponsored by Ronnie and Marc Katz in
honor of the Auf Ruf of their daughter , Amy, and Jonathan Kardon. A contribution towar d
the kiddush was made by Robin and Kevin Portnoy in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son,
Benjamin.

Contributions towar d the kiddush on June 5 were made by Susan and David Hanover
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Daniel, and Sylvia and Albert Rashtian in honor of
the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Joshua.

The congregational kiddush on June 19 was co-sponsored by Temple Israel in honor of
Rabbi Marim D. Charry on the 50th anniversary of his rabbinic ordination and by Allan
and Mickey Greenblatt in honor of Mrs. Gr eenblattÕs birthday.

A contribution towar d the kiddush on July 17 was made by Fran and Marc Langsner in
honor of the Auf Ruf of their daughter , Stephanie, and Russell Bailyn.

The congregational kiddush on August 7 was co-sponsored by Nancy and Manny Alani
in honor of the Auf Ruf of their son, David, and Dr. Shira Dinar, Susan and Joel Poretsky in
honor of the Auf Ruf of their son, Eric, and Claire Warshavksy, Rhoda and Dr. Craig Smolow
in honor of the Auf Ruf of their son, Michael, and Rachael Gordon, and by Karen Bardash
and Jose Nebro in honor of reading from the Torah, celebrating their wedding anniversary
and Mrs. BardashÕs special birthday.

Temple Will Provide Babysitters
During H igh Holy Day Services

tember 18, from 10:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.
Reservations must be made to use this

service. They can be made by call ing the
Temple office, 482-7800. Members requesting
the service will need to supply information
about your child, including age, allergies and
any special conditions that are relevant to
their care. Babysitting cannot be guaranteed
for members without reservations.

For  fur ther  informat ion about the
babysitting service, to make a reservation or
to recommend a babysitter, call Susan at the
Temple office, 482-7800.

Want to Usher?
Temple Israel Can Use Your Help!

The congregation needs ushers during
the High Holy DaysÑand year r ound.

The high paying position
(in personal rewards) can be yours
Ñif you contact T emple Israel now.

To volunteer, call 482-7800.

ÑÑ8ÑÑ
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Continued from page 2
we leave the door open, there is greater likelihood that blessings will ultimately emerge.

That leads to my second point. In her book, ÒDouble or Nothing,Ó Professor Sylvia
Barack Fishman explored marriage trends in the Jewish community . She described the im-
portance of creating ÒthicknessÓ for children and young adults in a Jewish context. ÒThick-
ness,Ó a term often used by sociologists, means broad, deep, multiply reinfor ced values and
experiences. Professor Barack FishmanÕs research demonstrated the impact that living a lif e
of Jewish ÒthicknessÓ as a child, teen and young adult has on a personÕs adult Jewish life.

 ÒThickness,Ó among other things, is about joyous Shabbat dinners, exciting Jewish learn-
ing, giving tzedakah and identifying with Jewish causes. ÒThicknessÓ comes from Jewish
summer camps and rockinÕ seder experiences, from singing in a Jewish chorus and hiking
Masada with youth gr oup peers.

 ÒThicknessÓ doesnÕt guarantee that every choice made by every Jewish child will be
consistent with their parentsÕ ideal hopes. Based on empirical research and observation,
however, it seems that it does increase the chances that Judaism will play a decisive role in
the homes that these Jews will create as they mature.

Complex challenges rarely have easy solutions and the challenge of inspiring a gen-
eration to live passionate Jewish lives is as complex now as ever. On the cusp of Rosh
Hashanah 5771, I urge us to work together to find creative ways to Òpour it on thick.Ó As we
continue to see a new generation bring their unique Jewish souls to bear on their relation-
ships and on our world, we will know that our efforts have begun to bear fruit.

From the Rabbi: Pouring it On Thick

ÑÑ Continued from page 2
so we were taught in our classes.

Well that day, I too got dressed in a skirt
and spent a little more time on my appear-
ance. I hopped on a bus headed towards the
center of the city, the heart of all the proces-
sions, surrounded by other famil ies and
strangers who looked as if they were going
to the same place. However , I knew that not
a single one of these people would be head-
ing towards the tiny makeshift synagogue
that I was aimed at; probably not a single
one of these people had an inkling of what a
seder is, or that this week was holy in other
waysÑfor Jews.

I chose to study abroad in Seville, Spain
for various reasons; I wanted to learn the
language, immerse myself in the culture,
have all of Europe at my disposal to travel,
the list goes on. And ever since IÕve arrived
here mid-January, I havenÕt had a single
doubt or regret about this city. Yet, while I
was prepared for the great cultural dif fer-
ences of eating habits, dress codes, and lei-
sure activities, for me the greatest culture
shock of all was suddenly becoming a very
apparent minority . Growing up, while I was
always aware that Jews are a minority, I
never felt it. In fact, I always somehow found
myself surrounded by other Jews, seemingly
a majority! So imagine my shock that in all
of the country of Spain there are less syna-
gogues in total than on Old Mill Road alone!
A nd, there is a museum in Toledo, the
Sephardim Museum, for the explicit purpose
of explaining the definitions of Jewish cus-
toms to people who envision the Jew ish
people only as an existence in SpainÕs past,
pre-expulsion.

So after months of visiting cathedral
after cathedral, I was excited that I would
be at the one place in Seville that would be
holding a seder. I found it by asking around.
A teacher at my program said that once in
the past she had taught a Jewish student who
had gone to this seder, and she gave me the
information.

There were about 50 of us total, a mix
of American travelers, study abroad students
like myself, some Northern Mor occans, and
a handful of Spaniards. The rabbi was Israeli,
and he had been traveling all over South
America, the United States, and now Spain.
We participated in a brief service on Calle
Bustos Taveran before the actual  seder,
which was to have started at 8 P.M. This
translated to 8:55 (the only people who ha-
bitually show up later than Jews are Span-
iards, go figure!) We then proceeded to a
small restaurant across the street, whose
walls were covered in abstract art. If those
walls could talk, they probably would not
know where to begin in the confusion and
disarray of this whole pr ocess.

We sat at a series of mismatched tables,
with plastic plates and makeshift bowls of
salt water. After finally starting an hour late
(Sevi l leÕs motto is Òno pasa nada,Ó donÕt
worry, nothing happened), the rabbi pro-
ceeded in broken English, occasionally trans-
lating to Spanish, and shouting in Hebrew
to the other end of the table.

There were certain changes which I dis-
approved of, but could deal with, such as
considering iceberg lettuce the moror (as
opposed to my love-hate relationship with
that stem of a horseradish). Instead of my
grandmaÕs sweet meatballs, we had tortilla
de patata, a typical Spanish omelet of eggs
and potatoes. And there was a noticeable
(visual and odor ous) lack of gefilte fish.

But there was no absence of the feeling
of caring and familiarity . Somehow, with-
out having seen a single advertisement,
these 50 strangers made it to this table, to
partake in a timeless tradition that, while it
may have its differences from place to place,
is essentially the same. What mattered was
that we were finally sitting at a table, sur-
rounded by people who not only knew but
appreciated that Calle Levies was named
after a Jewish architect, and that that silver
hand with the eye in it is really a Chumpsah,
not a Hand of Fatimah as the guidebooks
call it.

I was surrounded by people who tr uly
understood six degrees of separation. Two
girls sitting a few seats apart found them-
selves reuniting for the first time since be-
ing in the same bunk at sleep-away camp
years ago and I sat across the table from an-
other woman from Great Neck, who had
come from Barcelona to visit her son, but
ended up in Sevilla.

So yes, we sang Dayenu with a flamenco
clap keeping the beat, and the high school
students who had a curfew had to leave be-
fore the meal even began. But for me, this
year, Passover was a reality in a country
where few know our traditions. I w ill re-
member this Passover as more than just
switching my daily breakfast tostada to hard
boiled eggs. I celebrated my Monday night
in the heart of a city infatuated with Catho-
lic imagery for the week, the one night this
whole semester I ventur ed to wear my Chai
necklace because on that Monday night, I
went back to SpainÕs roots, back to the pre-
inquisition days, and proudly embraced my
identity as a Jew.

Voice Guest Column: A Seder in Sevilla

D A I LY M I N YA N TI M ES
Mon. & Thur . 6:45 A.M.               8:00 P.M.
Tues. & Wed. 7:00 A.M.                 8:00 P.M.
Friday 7:00 A.M.                 6:30 P.M.
Saturday, Aug. 21 9:00 A.M.                7:10 P.M.
Saturday, Aug. 28 9:00 A.M.                 7:00 P.M.
Sunday 8:15 A.M.                 8:00 P.M.

TEMPLE LITES . . .
¥ Dr. Michael Ziegelbau m has been selected
as one of the best urologists on Long Island for
the second year in a row by New York Maga-
zine. Earlier, he had received the same recog-
nition  from Newsday for  the third successive
year. He is a partner in Lake Success Urology
Associates. Dr. Ziegelbaum is the secretary of
the Nassau County Medical Society, on the
boards of the Staff Society of Long Island Jew-
ish Hospital and Integrated Medical Founda-
tion, a non-profit organization dedicated to
promoting cancer screening and awareness.
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From Generation
to Generation

Temple Israel Gratefully Acknowledges
The Following Contributions

RABBI STECKERÕS
DISCRETIONAR Y FUND
In memory of:

Arnold Gottlieb
Bruce Gottlieb

Ralph Penberg
Dena Hirsch

Rouhollah Monasebian
Susanne Marcus

BEN ZION AL TMAN
SENIOR MITSV A FUND
In honor of:

Rabbi Marim D. Charry on
the 50th anniversary of his
rabbinic ordination

Dr. Renee and Elliot
Fleischer

In memory of:
Helen Altman
Ben Zion Altman

Dr. Renee Fleischer

HARRIET SCHIFF
EXECUTIV E
DIRECTORÕS FUND
In honor of:

Hon. Richard
KestenbaumÕs special
birthday

Dr. Michael
Ziegelbaum

In memory of:
Renee Indyk

Dr. Michael
Ziegelbaum
Amy and Ken
Rubinstein

ANNE AND MIL TON
SNITKOFF
EDUCATION FUND
In memory of:

Ilse Kadden
Marion Stern

Elyse and Robert
Kushel

Marion Stern
Diane and George
Gimpel

ADELE ECKSTEIN
MEMORIAL  LIBRAR Y FUND
In honor of:

Rabbi Marim D. Charry on
the 50th anniversary of his
rabbinic ordination

Hannah Berman

In memory of:
Dorothy Sendrowitz

Hannah Berman
Adele Eckstein

Sherry and Sam
Husney

TEMPLE LIBRAR Y FUND
In memory of:

Milton Schwartz
Eileen Zarin

Dr. Morteza Moallem
Sha Moallem, M.D.

Dr. Jack Moallem
Marion Lichtman

Rona Lupkin

For the recovery of:
Larry Kr editor

The Shepsman
family

WAXMAN HIGH SCHOOL
AND YOUTH HOUSE FUND
In appreciation of:

Ofra and Dr. Robert
Panzer for being
responsible for the minyan
at the Merchant Marine
Academy

Carol and Steve
Smolinsky

In honor of:
Justin Botesazan, son of
Noushin and Fr ed
Botesazan, becoming a
Bar Mitzvah
Brittany Chadi, daughter
of Farnash and Joseph
Chadi, becoming a
Bat Mitzvah

Parvaneh and Dr.
Parviz Khodadadian

The marriage of Stephanie
Langsner, daughter of
Fran and Marc Langsner,
to Russell Bailyn

Dena and Mark
Hirsch

The birth of Inbal and
Abraham NoyÕs son

Linda and Dr . Garry
Stark and family

In memory of:
Ilse Kadden

Elise and Hon.
Richard Kestenbaum

TEMPLE ISRAEL
REBUILDING FUND
In memory of:

Rachel Cohen
Ellen and Arnold Gr uber

TORAH FUND
Contributions:

Basami Ferber
Roberta and David
Harounian
Bunny North
Helene and Paul
Wasserman

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In memory of:

Tamara Tullman
The Collura and
Monaco families

Jack Choit
Dr. Harvey Choit

Jacob Sapir
Muriel Gr eenblatt

SHOAH
REMEMBRANCE FUND
In honor of:

The marriage of Jeffrey
Mandel, son of Joan and
David Mandel, to Suma
Sanakkayala

Carol and Steve
Smolinsky

In memory of:
Paula Gershenson

Suzette Gray

SAMUEL BARON
MUSIC FUND
In honor of:

Alise Kr editor and Jeffrey
Englander

Marlene and Larry
Kreditor

In memory of:
Morton Morrison

Laura Bardash
Fay Bardash

Manny Bardash

USHERS FUND
In memory of:

Esther Moallem
Yehuda Moallem

Dr. Jack Moallem
Lawr ence Sneag

Nancy and Sid
Freedman

BETH HAGAN NURSE RY
SCHOOL FUND
In honor of:

The birth of Grace Marie
and Preston Alexander
Sotirhos, twin
grandchildr en of Marie
and Robert Contento

Ruthe and Dr. Ronald
Golden

In memory of:
Ruth Hecht

Ruthe and Dr. Ronald
Golden
Sherry and Sam
Husney

Renee Indyk
Sybil and Dr. Simmy
Bank

KHORSHID DINA
HAROUNIAN ISRAEL
EDUCATION FUND
In memory of:

Maliheh Taied Kashani
Ilse Kadden

Fariba and Lee
Harounian and family

DANA SPECTOR KIMME L
TORA H
RESTORATION FUND
In honor of:

Dr. Charles Adler Õs
retirement

Anne and Stanley
Lupkin

Iris and Dr . Charles
Adler Õs 45th wedding
anniversary

Raeann and Ashley
Nemir off

In memory of:
Maude Wagner Massoff

Mona Massoff and
Cantor Mark Morris

BEATRICE AND SYDNE Y
ACKERMAN
EDUCATION FUND
In honor of:

Linda and Bill Ackerman
on their 50th wedding
anniversary

Hansi and Dr. Bernard
Fruchtman
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From Generation
to Generation

Temple Israel Gratefully Acknowledges
The Following Contributions

TEMPLE ISRAEL FUND
In honor of:

The marriage of Stephanie
Langsner, daughter of
Fran and Marc Langsner,
to Russell Bailyn

Joyce and Burton
Weston and family

Phyllis and Steven Gallin
on their 35th wedding
anniversary

Helen Davis

Contribution:
Lucy Gerstein

In memory of:
Janet Shirazi

Nazee Botesazan
Bernard Miller

Dr. Monte Miller
Dr. David Salzberg

Robert Hopp
Barry Salzberg

Eva Kawalek
Fanny and Alfred
Narotzky
Bela and Mel
Schoenfeld
Marcia and Leonard
Weiss
Mitchell Koeppel

Mouluk Rafii
Dr. Mahvash Abitbol

Sidney Weinberg
Marjorie Weinberg
Berman

Edith Solof
Anna Rubin

Dr. Edwin Chasnow
Maxine Chasnow

Isadore Stark
Paula Nass

Norman Yellin
Dr. Paul Yellin

Sadie Green
Jack Green

Sandy Folz
Susan Abrahams

Arieh Tjardan
Alfred Narotzky

Arthur Abrahams
George Abrahams

Irving Wallach
Gloria DeLott

Nechama Alpert
Betty Levin
Zimmermann

Dinah Webman
Natalie Levine

Jean Bloom
Leonard Bloom

Abraham Wolkoff
Roselyn Miller

Estelle Fleit
Sol Fleit

Jeffrey Fleit

Arnold Ginsburg
Jessie Ginsburg
Ettie Ginsburg
Benjamin Ginsburg

Esther Ginsburg
Mary Weiss
Solomon Weiss

Leonard Weiss
Doris Kamine

Jack Elefant
Barry Rubinstein

Barbara Green
Eleanor Glass

Lori Citak
Jacob Allen

Teddy Goldberg
Saul Harris

Jay Schwartz
Max Jaffe

Dorothy Jaffe
Gilan Ohebshalom

Dr. Ebby Ohebshalom
Joseph Schechter

Joni Shames
Murray Bloom
Lillian Hor owitz

Beverly and Edward
Hor owitz

Zenaida Green
Gloria Nachmanof f

David Sameyah
Shlomo Sameyah

Oskar Oppenheimer
Susan Rossman

Victoria Neydavood
Maneijeh Gabbay

Rachel Mounes Nazarian
Sharokh Nazarian

Ida Selinger
Frances Rogers

Esther Silverstein
Harriet Seiler

Jennie Chaityn
Linda Kiperman

Soltan Gabbay
Amir Gabbay

Yeremiahu Eyal
Tal Eyal

Kermit Hirsch
Mark Hirsch

Abraham DeLott
Stuart DeLott

Roslyn Gingold
Jane Townley

Pearl Lesser
Dr. Yale Pava

Rev. Mordecai Falkowitz
Sidney Falow

Tillie Fagin
Martin Fagin

Morris Epstein
Harriet Rosenbaum

Reina Obadia Maman
Dr. Maurice Abitbol

Annette Shames
Jordan Shames

Rose Smith
Gertrude Gross

Harvey Abusch
Joni Scheidt

Herman Goldber g
Dr. Allan Goldber g

Walter M. Allen
Teddy Goldberg

LILLIAN AND CHARLES
RABKIN ADUL T
EDUCATION FUND
In honor of:

Dr. Andr ea Katz becoming
a Bat Mitzvah

Jollie and Lin Godfr ey
The birth of Judah Henry
Weiss, grandson of Anne
and Jerry Hirsh
Jessye WaxmanÕs
graduation

Dr. Lois and Gary Sazer

In memory of:
David Sazer

Dr. Lois and Gary Sazer

REIMAGINE FUND
In memory of:

Lawr ence Sneag
Moji and Omid
Pourmoradi

CANTOR FRIEDERÕS
DISCRETIONAR Y FUND
Contribution:

Shahnaz and Dr. Neil
Goldman

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of:

Rabbi Marim D. Charry
on the 50th anniversary
of his rabbinic
ordinatio n

Sybil and Dr. Simmy
Bank

In memory of:
Dr. Lucien Nochomovitz

Sybil and Dr. Simmy
Bank

Ruth Hecht
Susan and Dr. Ar den
Smith

Ray Smith
Dr. Ar den Smith

ABRAHAM ROSENFEL D
MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of:

Jawher Gabayzadeh
Roberta and David
Harounian

Contribution:
David and Roberta
Harounian

YAD BÕYAD FUND
In appreciation of:

Yad BÕYadÕs kindness
Edith Robbins

In honor of:
Her nephews,
David Beroff, graduating
from High School,
Michael Frehlich becoming
a Bar Mitzvah

Helen Leavitt Sholler
The birth of
Dana Rafaella
Yousefzadeh-Grunin

Rebecca and Sassan
Sassouni

In memory of:
Joseph Oberstein

Irene Wachter-Kahn

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In memory of:

Rabbi Itzhaq Klirs
Elisha Klirs

Lawr ence Sneag
Sherry and Sam
Husney

DAIL Y MINY AN FUND
In honor of:

The daily minyan
participants for their
assistance during a time of
distr ess

Terry Bernstein
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How would you like to surprise your favorite college studentsÑchildr en, grandchildr en, nieces,
nephews, friendsÑwith special packages fr om ÒhomeÓ?

More than 30 years ago, the Sisterhood of Temple Israel instituted the C.A.R.E. (Continued Awareness
of Rel igious Education) Program in response to the need to maintain Jew ish aw areness and
communication with our childr en while they are away at college.

As part of the program, Sisterhood sends out packages four times a year to correspond with Rosh
Hashanah, Hanukkah, Purim and Passover. The cost to participate in the C.A.R.E. Program is ONLY
$36 PER STUDENT, per year.

Please fi l l  in the information below and return the tear-off w ith your check made payable to
ÒSisterhood of Temple IsraelÓ to Marlene Handelman, 5 Ascot Ridge, Great Neck, New York 11021.

If you have any questions, please call Marlene Handelman at 516-570-0037.

College Liaison Committee
Marlene Handelman, Brenda Kopelowitz, Randy Navo & Elissa Rosengarten

Student Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Student Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

!  Freshman     !  Sophomore !  Junior !  Senior !  Graduate Student

Home Address: ______________________________________________________   Phone ______________________

Student Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Student Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

!  Freshman     !  Sophomore !  Junior !  Senior !  Graduate Student

Home Address: ______________________________________________________   Phone ______________________

SPONSOR:

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________  E-Mail: __________________________________________

Now’s the Time to Participate in Sisterhood’s
C.A.R.E. Program for College Students!

                                                                                                                                      August 2010
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     Why Give It Away
    When You Can Sell It?

WE BUY
1 9 4 0 s -1 9 7 0 s
D es ig n e r
Furniture & Lighting
Top prices paid
All designers & manufacturers

C o o p e r  M o d e rn    5 1 6 -8 5 8 -1 2 1 5
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AFFILIA TED WITH
THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSER VATIVE JUDAISM

DÕVAR TORAH
By Rabbi Marim D. Charry

Kee Tetze             Saturday, August 21
Part of the listing of the laws by which the Israelites are to live

in the Promised Land is found in this portion. These chapters con-
tain a wide variety of laws dealing with  domestic life and interper -
sonal relations. In contradistinction to previous sections of the law
code, which dealt with broad areas of community structur e, the fo-
cus here is on the countless details that make up the daily life of the
average Israelite. The Torah is making clear that every facet of every
individualÕs life is governed by the covenant. The concluding verses
of the portion remind  the Israelites of the dastardly attack by the
Amelekites on the rear-most stragglers of the camp shortly after the
crossing of the Red Sea. The people are commanded to remember
the incident and utterly blot out the memory of Amelek. The con-
trast between the national character of a people living under  GodÕs
laws and that of the Amelekites based on glorification of militar y
power is a statement that in GodÕs plan, right prevails over might.

Kee Tavo             Saturday, August 28
In this portion, we conclude the review of the law code and

MosesÕ second discourse. In the final details, the Israelites are in-
structed that when they enter the Promised Land and settle it, they
are to bring an offering of first fruits. In accepting the offering, the
priest is to recite a brief history of the people, from AbrahamÕs and
JacobÕs wanderings to the occupation and possession of the land.
Moses begins a thir d discourse, which deals with enforcement of
the laws. Upon crossing the Jordan, the people are to set stones on
Mt. Ebal on which they will inscribe the laws that Israel is to obey.
This activity is to be followed by a dramatic r ecitation of the bless-
ings that will accrue from obedience to GodÕs wor d and the curses
that will follow upon failur e to obey. The passage of curses (known
as tochechah, or warnings) is much longer and more detailed than
the passage of blessings, indicating the difficulty of convincing the
people that it is in their best inter est to live by GodÕs law.

SABBATH  SERVICES

Friday, August 20
NÕRananeh/Evening Service              6:30 P.M.

¥

Saturday, August 21
Morning Service             9:00 A.M.

Weekly Portion: Kee Tetze
Deuteronomy 21:10 - 25:19

Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1Ð 10

¥

Friday, August 27
Evening Service              6:30 P.M.

¥

Saturday, August 28
Morning Service                                             9:00 A.M.

Weekly Portion: Kee Tavo
Deuteronomy 26:1 - 29:8
Haftarah: Isaiah 60:1 Ð 22

Havurah Service                                                            10:00 A.M.

Worship
At Temple Israel
This Shabbat!

Periodicals
Postage Paid

at Great Neck, NY


