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FIRE!

By Marc Katz, Editor

Temple Israel President Richard Kestenbaum had a busy day
planned a week ago Tuesday, with Temple meetings mtertwined
with a heavy schedule of business appointments. So hectic were
his plans that he woke up at 3 AM., thinking about all that he
had to do later in the dav

What he didn’t count on was the call he received less than
three hours later from Executive Director Harmet Schift. “The
Temple ballroom is on fire!,” she screamed into the phone. “1'm
on the way, but vou're a lot closer,” she said,

President Kestenbaum pulled up to the Temple in min-
utes, just as police cars were arriving. With heavy dark black
smoke pouring from the back of the school wing. Mr. Kesten-
baum and a Nassau County Police officer dashed into the Sanc-
tuary and Chapel to rescue the congregation’s Torahs. Joined
shortlyv by Rabbi Howard Stecker and Jake Schiff, Mrs. Schiff's
husband, they unlocked the Ark and hurriedly carried Torahs,
crowns and other religious objects to Mr. Kestenbaum's car.
while firefighters from Great Neck's Alert Fire Department raced
to the blaze. They were assisted by the Great Neck Vigilant
Manhasset-Lakeville, Roslyn, Williston Park and Port Washing
ton Fire Departments

We knew it was important to get in and out quickly,” Mr, Kes
tenbaum sald. “The Sanctuary was smoky, but there was no open
fire. We were concerned we wouldn't have enough time to make all
the tmips. As we went out we saw the lobby filling with smoke

Mrs. Schiff, the daughter of parents who survived the Holocaust
said stories she heard from her parents of synagogues bumi ng in
their native Germany flashed through her mind as she stood with
Temple leaders in the parking lot, watching firefighters rip gaping
holes in the Grand Ballroom roof as clouds of billowing black smoke
went skyward, “In a flash, | emembered my father s descriptions of
the terrible synagogue fires in Europe,” she said. "It was surreal

A number of agencies are investigating the cause of the fire
which seems to have started towards the back of the ballroom
but none have termed the fire suspicious. They said the fire did
major damage to the ballroom and water severely damaged the
classrooms beneath it The fire was contained to the school-ball
room section of the building. Vigilant Fire Company Board of
Trusives Chairman Andrew DeMartin, visibly wom from bat
tling the blaze after more than two hours, told Temple leaders
Continued on page 5




A VOICE GUEST COLUMN

Looking Back

By Brenda Kopelowitz

EDITOR’'S NOTE: This update on Yad B'Yad, Sisterhood's project to help congregants in
need, is by the coordinator of the project, Brenda Kopelowitz.

It is with great pride that Yad BYad is
celebrating its 10th anniversary. It was origi-
nally started to meet certain needs within our
large congregation—with a personal touch
Initially it was funded by Sisterhood. As the

... Yad B'Yad is
celebrating its
10th anniversary

need and importance of the work was real-
ized, all the rabbis, starting with Rabbi
Waxman, offered additional contributions
from their discretionary funds. | would es-
pecially Hke to thank congregants who have
sent in donations and letters of appreciation,
Yad BYad will do whatever it ¢an to
make life casier for our congregants during
times of stress. When there is a death in the
family we can set up the home for the shioa
We assist and advise concerning the meal af-
ter the funeral. We can provide a Shabbat din-
ner, deliver care packages, do grocery shop-
ping and help with car pools. We also work

together with Bikkiir Cholim in helping to find
volunteers to visit our sick or recuperating
members, Yad B'Yad has taken on these
mitzeol, which assist our congregants and
thereby strengthen our Temple lerael com-
munity.

Although we receive information from
the Temple office about anyone in need of
assistance, we need you, our congregants, to
reach out and let us know of any member
who is not well or having difficulty coping.

The most exciting change this past year
has been the addition of our three new cap-
tains: Emily Frank, Ruthe Golden and Suzanne
Belmant. | would personally like to thank them
for their new ideas in helping make our pro-
gram more vibrant and meaningful,

Of course, a big thank you to captains,
Iris Adler, Karen Ashkenase, Rebecca
Cohenmehr, Doris Delman and Lee Levin
who help coordinate the many aspects of Yad
B"Yad that enable us to function so efficiently.
The beautiful notes which people receive in
response to donations, are all written by
Rayma Feldman, Weare truly indebted to her.

Please do not hesitate to call the Temple
office for the name and telephone number
of the captain on call for that week.

FROM THE RABBI

New Keys for New Doors

"I can't go back there anymore. You
know my kevs won't fit the door.™ Joni
Mitchell first sang these words in 1968, ex-
pressing her bitter realization that a relation-
ship she once enjoyed had ended, leaving her
unable to enter previously accessible realns

[norder to increase ventilation and limit
the damage, the firefighters who coura-
geously fought the fire at Temple Tsrael
nearly two weeks ago broke the locks o
many doors on the second floor, including
the one to my office. When | got to my of-
fice, I realized that my key didn’t fit the door
Fortunately, | was soon given the new key
and was able to enter my office.

How different my situation was from
the one Joni Mitchell described. The image
of "new kevs” strikes me as an apt one to
help us chart a response to the challenges

By Rabbi Howard Stecker

and opportunities that carrently face our
congregation.

In the coming weeks and months, we
will determine the best way to rebuild our

...we will once again
know “light, gladness,
happiness and joy.”

educational and social facilities. We will also
consider how best to proceed with the events
we have plinned, so that we respond effec-
tively and creatively to our new parameters.
Shulibat, daily misyan, the education of chil-

——Continued on page 7
o

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Temple Rebuilding

—— By Hon. Richard Kestenbaum

When | took the job as President of our
congregation, | knew that there would be a
leamning curve, but who knew that 1'd get a
postgradunte degree in fzuns so quickly!

This issue of The Voice describes in some
detail the fire of 2008, | would like to tell you
where we are now and where we are going.
Right now, as you read this, the insurance ad-
juster and several lawvers are beginning the
process of settling our insurance claim. At some
point over the next month or so, an amount
will be agreed on between our advocates and

...e have established

a new e-mail address

...to receive questions
and suggestions

our insurance company, At that point, we will
understand the scope of the rebuilding process.
However, although the areas of the syna-
gogue which were damaged were just recently
renovated, rebuflding them exactly as they existed
betore the fire may not be the correct thing to do,
now that we have had several years of experience
with the space. Also, there are other parts of the
synagogue which could better serve us if we mod-
emized them incoordination with the rebuilding.
In order o undertake a project of this
scope and allow for substantial input from ev-
ery constituency of the congregation, we
tumed to our Relmagine Committee, an ex-
cellent group of people under the leadership
of Barbara Levy, which has been meeting for
more than a year in order to “reimagine” im-
provements to our school programs, the effect
of which would trickle down to our congre-
gation generally. It made perfect sense to turn
to them to help reach out to the congregation
because they were already organized, they rep-
resented a wide cross—section of the congrega-
tion, they already had established a means of
communication with cach other and generally
represented a thoughtful, imagmative and
dedicated group of congregants. All it took
was 3 simple request and the group instantly
mobilized. They intend to reach out to every
arm and constituency in the congregation to
receive, vet, evaluate and prionitize sugges-
hons about rebuilding our synagogue. This
will save months of effort and al-
low us to begin a thoughtful rebuilding with-
——Continued on page 4



IN MEMORIAM

Temple Israel extends condolences
to the family of:

SAMUEL GREENER
father of Barbara Mazur

May his memory be for a blessing.

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES

Kindle the Sabbath Lights!
Friday, February 22 3 19 PM,
Friday, February 29..... oo 327 PM

DALy MiNYAN TIMES
Attend the Daily Minyan!

Mon. & Thur 645 AM 8:00 PM.
Tues. & Wed. 7:00 AM. 8:00 PM.
Friday, Feb. 22 7:00 A M., 530 PM.
Friday, Feb. 29 7:00AM. 630 PM.
Saturday, Feb. 23 845AM 500 PM
Saturday, Mar. 1 8:45AM. 5:05 PM
Sunday B:I5AM. 8:00 PM

Passover Wine Sale
Raising Temple Funds

Now is the time to plan for vour 2008
Passover wines! Evervone needs delicious
kosher wines for Passover—for the four cups
and for kiddush during Pesach and for kiddush
and house gifts throughout the year.

Wonderful kosher wines are now avail-
able from lsracl, the United States, Austra-
lia, France and Italy. The Shalom Club is once
again managing the annual Temple Israel
Passover Wine Sale with wines delivered to
your door. There i< a great selection of ex-
ceptional and prize winning reds and whites
on the wine list. There are also several tradi-
tional sweet sacramental wines as well as
kosher-for-Passover brandy and vodka. Spe-
clal requests will be accommodated.

It's vasy to order! Watch for the order
form in The Voice. Just fill it out and return
it to the Temple office. All profits from the
wine sale go to Temple lsrael

UrcoMING EVENTS AT TEMPLE ISRAEL —

March 1 Midnight Run
15 Scholar in Residence
16 Blood Drive sponsored by the Men’s Club 800 AM
16 Mitzvah Marathon
18 Sisterhood Shalah Manot Assembly 930 AM.
20 Erer Purim
21 Purim
27 Temple Board of Trustees Meeting 815 PM.

GET READY FOR THE MARATHON!
Temple Israel’s
Mitzvah Marathon
is Sunday, March 16

Do a mitzvah in Temple Israel’s name!

To volunteer call Mitzvah Marathon chairs
Gloria DelLott at 466-5690
Barbara Spun at 773-4116

Temple Men’s Club
Mitzvah Marathon
BLOOD DRIVE

Sunday, March 16

SAM.-1PM.
Crystal Ballroom
Call Chair Dr. Charles Adler for further details
482-4421

- IN QUOTES

but profoundly written,

EDITOR’S NOTE: “In Quotes” calls attention to passages from
Jewish prayers and writings frequently overlooked or said by rote,

This issue's quote is from the “Prayver for the Congregation,”
from Siddur Sim Shalom, recited on Shablbal. What is your favor-
ite quote? Send vour suggestions to The Voice

May our Protector in heaven

be your help at all times. >

——




B'NA1/B’NoT MiTZVAH
IN Our TEMPLE FAMILY

Jonathan Shapero
lonathan Bennett Sh 1pero will be called to
the Torah as a Bar Mitzrah on March 1. He is
the son of Lot and Murry Shapero and has
two sisters, Allison, 15, and Damelle, 15
Jonathan s a seventh grade honor student
at Portledge School in Locust Valley He s
on the school hockey team, as well as a mem
ber of the Great Neck Brums hockey team
Jomathan s an avid snowboarder and enjoys
playing the drums. He will be attending the
Waxman High School and Youth House
Jonathan visits Israel every vear and was
there carlier this month tor his Bar Mitzoak

where he put on fefillin at the Wall

Maya Ginor

Mava Gimor will be celebrating her Sar Mtz

fron March 5. She is the daughter of Laur
ind Eval Ginor and has two brothers, Yonatan
I8, and Jlordan, 14. Mava is a seventh grade
studient at Great Neck South Middle School
nd attended North Shore Hebrew Academy

She emovs plaving basketball and vollevball
I !

1% well as being a competitive individual lee
skater including synchronized skating, and
performing with production teams and in the
Stars and Stripes skating show, Mava also has
skated in 9711 benehits at the Nassau Coli
seum. Mava speaks Huent Hebrew and emonys

spending time in lemel

TeEMPLE TEACHERS

EDITOR'S NOTE: As a new regular feature, The Voice will be publishing profiles of
the teachers in Temple lsrael’s three schools, the Beth HaGan Nursery School, Temple
lerael Religious School and Waxman High School. This issuc festuns a Religious School
and Beth HaGan teacher

Meet Morah
Michelle Landsman

Maorah Michelle Landsman teaches the
Hay class at the Temple Religious School as
well as in the Beth HaGan Nursery School. A
graduate of Yeshiva University’s Stern Col-
lege, Morah Michelle has taught at Temple Is-
rael for four years. She says she finds instifl-
ing a love for and interest in learning Juda-
ism the most rewarding aspect of her job. Re-
ligious School Director Rabbi Tracy Klirssays
Marah Michelle strives to be both a fun and
fair teacher to her students.

Beth HaGan Celebrates Shabbat

EDITOR'S NOTE: This reflection on the recent Beth HaGan Shabbat for pre-school chil
dren and their parents, is by Lynn Weitzman, who along with her husband, Gil, are the
parents of Beth HaGan Dolphin Class student Ellie and futuse Beth HaGan student Sigal

By Lynn Weitzman

As parents. we have the honor of expenencing Siabba! through the eves of out
children—therr wonderment as they gaze at the Torah, the energy in their voices as
they chant Ador Olam, and the strong feeling of community among friends and family
across all generations. 1t is the mission of the Beth HaGan Bridge Committee to enrich
the involvement of Beth HaGan families bevond the walls of our school, and into our
Het Knesset, by experiencing Shabbat at Temple Israel

On February Yth, the Beth Hagoan Bridge Commuttee hosted a Shalbat service for
Beth HaGan families. Mok Ronnie Katz led the enengetic and mteractive service. The
children paraded around with Terahs, leamed Shahbat pravers and songs, and Hstened
The Littlest Candlestick ™ Rabbi Stecker and the congrega-
tion welcomed the children onto the limah for lively renditions of "I've Got That Shab-
bat Feeling,” “1 Am a Jewash Child,” and “Hinet Ma Tov.” The moming concluded
with a kiddush for the children to feast on challah, bagels, and sweets

We aspire to pass the baton of Jewish leaming to our children through these Shib-
hat experiences, and to Instill in them affection for and commitment to Temple lsrael
and the Jewish community. Our recent tragedy at Temple Israel illuminates the power
and importance of our community—and our ongoing commitment to sustam and build
it for all generations—{ dor V'dor

to Morak Ronnie’s story,

out any unnecessary delay. I neversaw agroup  they are
[ump into action so quickly. Within hours of
my request, the e-mualls started flving!

From the President: Temple Rebuilding

Continuad from page . member contact the list of Temple members
l’1‘~“~'ll‘-lt‘h‘ for so that each
congregant receives a personal call from a
trustes offering an explanation of the current

In order to be certain that no member of  status of things and an ear to lsten to the con-

the congregation 1s without an access poimnt
to the sUgRestion process, we have estab-
In'nlh 55 n”r‘\’
<rebulld TICN@gmatlcoms in order o re-

lished a new e<mail
ceive questions and suggestions about the
rebullding process, It will be monitored daily
Tor prompt response
We have also rquested that each Board
] —s

cerns of cach member Among the thoughts
that the trustees will convey is our establish
ment of & new fund, the Temple lsrael Rebuild-
ing Fund, established to accept donations from
those who want to participate financially in
our quest 1o tm our current d\.xllyn;c mic
the reality of an even stronger and better
Temple Israel. Stay tuned for regular updates



FIRE!

Continsed from page 1
that the construction of the structure went
a long way towards saving the building.
The wing of the building, the newest part
of the main Temple building, has a ma-
sonry frame

The good news is that evervthing
worked the way it should have,” Mr. Kes-
tenbaum said. “The alarm went off, the fire
doars closed, built-in building fire-stops
did their job, and severe fire damage was
limited to half way through the ballroom

While the fire was ablaze, the scene
had poignant moments, 1oo. Several con-
gregants gathered across Old Mill Road
from Temple lsrael, for example, and had
tears running down their cheeks as they
watched liremen smashing glass win-
dows and opening the roof. “Temple Is-
rael is sy home,” one said.

And, when one member of the con-
gregation arrived for the moming minyun
hoping to sav Yalrzeit for his tather, Rabbi
Stecker called out to Temple members on
Old Mill Road and within munutes a mm
wan huddled together in the middle of the
street, As firemen busily rushed passed
Rabbi Stecker led the minyun while the
tragic scene unfolded in the background

By mid-momning, with the fire de
clared under control, a few people were
allowed into the Temple offices through
the rear entrance of the Crvstal Ballroom
Finding the Temple's main office rela-
tively undamaged, except for the acnd
smell of smoke and no heat, electricity or
water, Mrs, Schiff and Assistant Executive
Director Eric Nussbaum began to deal
with urgent Members Alan
ltchkow, whose company, Comprehen-
sive Security Protection, Inc., maintains
the Temple phone systerm, and Henry
Katz, whose company, Innovative Busi-
ness Systems, Inc, maintains the Temple
computers, devoted many hours to get-
Hing systems operating again

One of the firefighters who came 1o
see Mrs, Schiff and President Kestenbaum
was Josh Charey, son of former Semor As-
sociate Rabbi Marim D. Charry and his
wife, Paula, an associate editor of The
Voice Mr. Kestenbaum said, “ 1 didn’t rec-
ognize Josh until he took off his helmet and
face mask. His face was completely co
ered with soot and you could see his ex-
haustion and that of his fellow firefighters

He said the Temple has received gen-

1ssues

eraus offers ol assistance not only from
the temples and churches of Great Neck
but also from congregations throughout
Long Island. METNY, the organization of
Cuonservative congregations in the New

Photos conrtesy of Vigilant Ex-Chief Robert Lincoln

York arca ottered Its resources. Elected otfl-
cials from all levels of government have also
contacted the congregation, offering their
support

Tuesday evening, despite bitter cold and
an unexpected snow and ice storm, more than
100 Temple members gathered in the Waxman
Youth House, where Rabbi Stecker and Can-
tor Raphael Frieder led the evening service
Following the service, Rabbi Stecker and Presi-
dent Kestenbaum gave an update on the day’s
events, The Rabbi then asked everyone to link
arms and join in the singing of Hines Ma Tovy

AL B:30 the next evening Temple offic-
ers met in Mr Kestenbaum's Great Neck law
office to assess Temple damage and to plot a
plan of action. “All felt that we should 1m
mediately resume comgregational activities
with as close to & normal schedule as pos
sible,” he said

He called for an emergency Temple
Board of Trustees meetng last Sunday morn-
ing. “This is a challenge we have been
given,” he told the Board members as-
sembled In the Sanctuary. “We will use this
challenge 1o our advantage o improve our
Temple and engage the congregation. | want
the membership to be part of the process of
rebuilding and to know that the Board and
officers care deeply about the congregants
and their concerns

He said that although the Temple has
received offers of other school locations to
house the congregation’s three schoals, it

was the teeling of the officers to continue
the school year “on the premises if at all
P‘ m-ll‘lr. The schools have bewn \'lnh(ﬂ
this week for the President’s Week e
cess, but classes are scheduled to resume
on Mondav. Mans call for the Beth
HaGan Nursery School and Temple Re
ligious School to use Waxman Youth
House classrooms and for the Waxman
High School to relocate to classmooms on
the Temple's second floor. opposite the
Sanctuary balcony A traller has been set
up in the Temple parking lot to provide
office space for the school sdministrative
offices. Further details about school
plans are available from the Temple web
site, cwww.tign.org>

The daily mimyam will continue 1o be
held in the l_|'..\;\'| and Shabla! services
will be held in the Sanctuary. Other
Temple activities will resume their regu-
lar schedule, although meeting locations
may be« h.‘lng:ﬂ Check the website orcall
the Temple office at 482-7300 for details

Mr Kestenbaum said he has asked
femple Board members to call cach
member of the congregation 1o person:
ally give them an update on the state of
the Temple and answer their questions
‘| knew this job had »
learmning curve,” he said after a brief
moment of reflection, “but I didn’t real-
1z& 1t would be like this. This has really
been an adventure!

.HIL] cuncemms




TEMPLE ISRAEL FUND
It honor of:
The Auf Ruf of Matthew
Weitzman, son of Suzanne
and Hon. Howard
Weitzman, and Alexa Meyer
Lottie and William Blye

It mesmory of:

Bronia Rothbaum

Dr. Hal Rothbaum
Anna Lillian

Mel Lillian
Rebécca Tepper

Marvin Tepper
Dr. Walter Schreiber

Merrill Schneiderman
Herman Haspel

Ahron Haspel
Issac Basch
Philip Basch

Ruth Haspel
Ruth Scherr

David Scherr
David Berdy

Molly Blum
Elizabeth Rosenfeld

Hansi Fruchtman
Abraham Lewis

Mildred Lewis
Robert Blum

Stanley Blum
Shirley Barlin

Svlvia Orenstein
Sadie Cohen
Samuel Levy

Ruth Adise
Morris Geringer

Helen Ain
Rose Habert

Nelly Mizrahi
Dora Cohen Metchik

Murray Cohen
Martin Hoffman

Jonathan Hoftman
Bertha Weinberger

lack Weinberger
Saul Eisberg

Cheryl Eisberg Moin
Sam Haber

Jacqueline Lamkay
Lili Epstein

Ellen Cooper
Maurice Papilsky

Dr. Shirley Papilsky
Ashour Shayani

Lynn Mitrani
Sarah Trachtman

Steven Trachtman
Dr. Jettrey Zola

Ruth and Edwin Zola
Isaac Morad

Salim Murad
Muollie Labenbaum

Rosalind Teamkin
Yehuda Soleymani

Dr. Yosef Soleymani

From Generation
to Generation

Ly dyy iy

Temple Israel Gratefully Acknowledges
The Following Contributions

Pauline Miller

Marlene Handelman
Sarah Bolanos

Carlos Bolanos
Harry |. Sures

Pamela Boal
Solomon Fried

D, Allan Fried
Ida Stein Laster

Rose Rudich
Ida Laurence

Jerome Lawrence
Jacob Linden

Elaine Laurence
Esther Bart

Yeta Weston

Contribution;
Susan Rossman

RABBI STECKER'S
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of;
Rabbi Stecker
officiating at the bris of
their grandson, Jacob
Daniel Moshe Ohebshalom,
son of Sharon and Dawid
Ohebshalom
Rachelle and Dr. Ebby
Ohebshalom

It honor of:

Kathy Recckia
Rebecca Yousefzadeh
Sassouni and Sassan
Sassouni

The birth of their twin

grandsons, Joshua Natan

and Zachary Meir Burstein
Carol and Paul
Burstein

In memory of

Ruth Charry
Joshua S. Charry

Rabbi Joseph P Sternstein
Rebecca Yousefzadeh
Sassouni and Sassan
Sassouni

Dr. Arie Liebeskind
Jill and Mitchell
Friedman

ANNE AND MILTON
SNITKOFF
EDUCATION FUND
It menmory of:
Dr. Jacob Shlosbery
Elaine Wolfe
Ben Kuznick
Diane and George
Gimpel

YAD B'YAD FUND
In honor of;
The birth of Elliot Murray
Weiss, grandson of Anne
and Jerry Hirsh
Randy and David
Navo

Int memory of:
Nematollah Gabbay
Beatrice Ackerman
Lillian Sherman
Wallace Levy
Bracha and Marty
Werber

ETHEL AND JACK
ACKERMAN FUND
Int memory of:
Judith Riklis
Barbara and Jerry
Ackerman

TORAH FUND
Trt honor of:
Basami and Fabian
Ferber’s birthdays
Renee and Alan
Hoffman

It meertory of:
Vivian Krasnov
Belle Wittlin
S0l Rubin
Mildred Bromberg

Contribmitions:
Ruth Adise
Esther Brochstein
Cantor Raphael Frieder
Gilda and Dr. Warren Hecht
Belle Wittlin
Eva Yarett

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
I honor of:
Kenneth M. Leff helping at
the World Wide Wrap
Lori and Peter

Oppenheimer

LIBRARY FUND
Int memory of!

Marlene Harelick
Myma and George
Abrahams

Their family’s yvahrzeits
Paula and Rabbi
Marin D. Charry

SHALOM CLUB LIBRARY
SHELF FUND
In memory of:
Celin Kobliner
Daniel Kobliner
Dr. Harold Kobliner
Adele Goldstein
Betty Lager

SAMUEL BARON
MUSIC FUND
I memory of:
Marlene Harelick
Alise Kreditor and
Jeffrey Englander and
family

WAXMAN HIGH SCHOOL
AND YOUTH HOUSE FUND
[t memory of:
Milton Friedman
Natalie Schleifer Schlass
Wallace Levy
The Ratner family
Sima Yonofsky
Susan and Steven Glaser

SHOAH REMEMBRANCE FUND
[rt memtory of:
Harriet Kupferberg
Basamid and Fabian
Ferber and family

JESSYE WAXMAN
MISHKAN FUND
frr apprreciation of:
Eve Keller's help during a
hard time
Denise Ratner

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
[rt memory of;
Marlene Harelick
Susan and Dr. Arden
Smith

BEN ZION ALTMAN SENIOR
MITSVA GROUP FUND
[t memory of:
Esther Fleischer
Elliot Fleischer



Purim’s Coming, So Now Is the Time
To Order Your Shalah Manot Baskets!

The jovful holiday of Purim is almost
here. It commemorates the salvation of the
Jewish people from extermination at the
hands of Haman Harasha. It is considered a
mitzevth to give shalak manot to family and
friends on Purim,

For many vears, the Temple lsrael Sis-
terhood has been offering the opportunity
to observe this mitzoalr, Sisterhood is mak-
ing beautiful gift baskets filled with assorted
food items including, of course, hamen-
tashen. Families who are being sent shaluli
ot from more than one tamily will still
receive ome shalal manot gift, but it will be
made more elaborate depending on the
number of families participating.

Sisterhood will deliver the baskets. pro-
vided ten or more are ordered. Unfortunately,
they canmot deliver to apartment buildings with-
out a door attendant. The baskets are S10 each.

The baskets are being assembled in the
Crystal Ballwom on Tuesday. March 18, be-
ginning at 930 AM, “We need help! If you
can spare any time during the day, please come
down and join us. We have a great time,” said
Iris Adler, coordinator of this project.

“We also need help delivering the bas-
kets. This 15 a wonderful and especially re-
warding family activity that parents and
children can share. They can be delivered
Tuesday afternoon, Wednesday, Thursday or
even Friday.” The deadline for basket orders
1s Tuesday, March 11. The Sisterhood requests
that the order deadline be adhered to so that

INVITATIONS

Bar & Bat Mitzvah
Wedding*All Occasions
Large Selection*Discount Prices

KC Graphics

25 Cutter Mill Road
(across from the Inn at Great Neck)
516-482-6551

they can purchase the proper quantities of
ltems to be put into the baskets. Call Mrs,
Adler at 4824421 if vou can help inany way,

Giving rzadaknli 15 another aspect of 'u-
rim. Sisterhood will help you fulfill that mitzoeh
by offering beautiful Purim cards for 55 each,
with the proceeds going to Yad B Yad. Orders
of five or more cards will be mailed for vou,

MazaL Tov To...

* Miriam and Dr. Mark Fingerhut on the
birth of their granddaughter, Mikayla
Hannah Leifer.

* Pamela and Dr. Bernard Boal on the birth
of their granddaughter, Armie Jane Weisfeld
* Iris and Dr. Charles Adler on the birth of
their granddaughter, Hannah Rose Fishler.
* Barbara and Jack Green on the Bat Mitz
vah of their granddaughter, Sydney Hannah
Green

* Tziporah and Rabbi Isaac Borzikowsky
an the marriage of their grandchildren Sruly

Call Stacee Bernstein at 7734316 to order cards.  and Tazippi

From the Rabbi: New Keys for New Doors

—LComtimued from page 2

dren and adults, Mitzvah Marathon, Purim, our Annual Dinner Dance, the Temple Israel
Players performances and a host of other events will all take place, though we will always
consider how best to maximize difficult circumstances, in each case trying to forge limita-
tons into opportunities

The members of the Board of Trustees will be reaching out to the entire congregation
In addition, the Re-Imagine Task Force Committee, who have been warking for over a year
on examining and transforming our Religious School, will be soliciting and processing
opinions regarding the rebuilding from throughout the Temple [srael family. Many deci-
sions will need to be made in the next months, and the lay and protessional leadership of
Temple Israel want to consider what approaches and outcomes will be most beneficial to
all of our children and adults, Following Tuesday’s fire, the locks may have been changed;
but we are determined to find outstanding new keys

Fortunately, there is much precedent to inspire us. Our people have been crafting in-
novative responses tor challenging new situations since the dawn of our history, Abraham
and Sarah in Canaan, Ezekiel in Babylonia, Esther and Mordecail in Persia and Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai in Roman-occupied Judea all responded creatively to their respec-
tive challenges.

Following their examples and others, we are prepared to do the same. With hard work
and careful consideration, we will fashion new keys tor new doors. And like the Jews of
ancient Persia, whose story we will read with gusto in just a few weeks, we will once again
know “light, gladness, happiness and joy.”
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D’VAR TORAH

By Rabbi Marim D. Charry

Kee Tissa Saturday, February 23
In this portion, we find the final details of the instructions for build-
ing the Mishkan, the portable wilderness sanctuary. The reading actu-
ally begins with directions for conducting a census of those of military
age by collecting a poll tax of half a shekel. The money was to be used
for the maintenance of the Mighkan. A reminder to keep the Sabbath
serves as an indication that the sanctification of time is more impor-
tant than building a sanctuary. At this point, we read that the Israclites
panic over Moses’ protracted absence on Mt. Sinan and demand that
Aaron make a god they can see. The outcome 15 the golden calf. When
Moses sees this egregious breach of the covenant, he breaks the tablets
of the Ten Commandments. God, for His part, wanis to destroy the
people. Moses punishes the people and manages to assuage God's
anger. Moses then retums to Sinai to rewrite the tablets. With the cov-
enant renewed, the construction on the Mishkan can proceed.
Vayakhel Saturday, March 1
e return to the account of the building of the Mishkan in this
portion. It ts significant that the original instructions call for building
the furnishings before the structure, and the list begins with the Ark
This is meant to highlight the symbolic nature of the Misikan: its pur-
pose is to focus the people’s attention constantly on the covenant with
GCod Here, however, we are told that Bezalel and the artisans built
the structure before the furnishings, in the proper practical order. Ac-
cordingly, we find that the tent, itself, was constructed with two cham-
bers, the inner Holy of Holles and the outer Holy Place, Outside the
tent was a courtvard constituting the third area of the Mishkan. The
building of the furnishings is described in descending order of holi-
ness. First came the Ark, to be put in the Holy of Holies. Next came
the table, the menorah and the altar of incense, to be put in the Holy
Mace. Finally, the altar of burnt offering and the laver are built, to be
placed in the outer court. The descriptions of the actual building re-
peat exactly the instructions given in previous partions to indicate
that the final product emerged precisely as God had designed It.
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